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Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  paid  a  visit 
to  Mississippi  September  ^  to  ask  the 
state's  Baptists  to  help  baptize  one 
million  new  believers  in  a  one-year 
period  beginning  in  June  2005. 

Accomplishiiw  that  task  will 
mean  Soutfiem  Baptists  must  more 
than  double  their  present  annual  rate 
of  baptisms,  said  Bobby  Welch,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church  in  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  and  first-term  SBC  president. 

"We  can  do  better.  We  can  rou¬ 
tinely  baptize  one  million  people 
each  year,  md  we  should,"  he  said 
during  his  Everyone  Can  Kingdom 
Challenge  bus  tour  stop  at  the 
Northpark  Campus  of  Colonial 
Heights  Church  in  Ridgeland. 

Welch's  visit  was  comcidentally 
the  first  official  event  held  in 
Colonial  Heights  Church's  brand 
new  Northpark  Campus,  where 


STAYING  FOCUSED  — 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Bobby  Welch,  speak¬ 
ing  September  9  at  the 
Northpark  Campus  of  Colonial 
Heights  Church  in  Ridgeland, 
uses  an  old  blinders  harness  to 
emphasize  the  importance  of 
Southern  Baptists  staying 
focused  on  the  goal  of  winning 
the  world  to  Christ.  On  the 
inside  of  one  blinder  is  written 
the  word,  "Seek,"  Welch  said, 
while  the  other  blinder  has  the 
word,  "Save."  (BR  photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


the  smell  ^f  fresh  pamt  and  the^  BAPTISM  CHALLENGE  —  RarticipanlMlHiMibsissippi  stop  of  the  Everyone  Can  Kingdom 
sounds  of  hammers  mii  dwlii  filled  challenge  bus  tour  pose  for  a  gnwp  |ikutooft$eptembofc»^utside  the  Northpark  campus  of  Colonial 
the  air.  Services  at  the  Jackson-  Heights  Church  in  Ridgeland.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  President  Bobby  Welch,  pastor  of 
based  church's  satellite  facility  First  Church  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  is  using  the  50-state  bus  tour  to  promote  his  SBC-wide  goal  of 
began  on  the  following  Sunday.  one  million  baptisms  between  June  2005  and  June  2006.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Welch  told  die  crowd  gatherra  to  — - 

meet  him  that  die  attacks  sufiered  by  America  on  the  urgavr  of  treading  die  Go^)el  to  peo- 
cn  September  11, 2001,  caused  him  to  refocus  pie  in  need  of  its  lifesaving  message. 

"I  could  not  believe  people  were  jump- 
ing  from  those  buildinra  (me  World  TVade 
Center  towers  in  New  York  City).  We  know 
th^  crashed  and  th^  died.  I^wcmdered, 

'Where  did  their  souls  land  —  heaven 
heU?'  wandered  if  they  had  a  conversa- 
tion  widt  Christ  that  moming,"  he  said. 


Our  desire  is  to  invite  everyday  people  to 
experience  Christ  in  every  way.  I  dunk  he 
got  that  point  across  clearly,"  said  Colonial 
Heights  Churdr  PastOT  Mark  Anderson. 

'T  believe  his  message  was  very  timely 
because  ^udiem  Baptists  have  not  seen 
any  sigrrificant  increase  in  baptisms  the 
past  four  or  five  years.  I  do  beuc^  ll_l  - 
j'  he  said.  ev^one  who  claims  t_  _  — — -—7- 
Quoting  from  the  brochure  handed  out 
tp  partiapants,  Welch  explained  The 
Everyone  Can  Kingdom  Challenge  ccwi-  in 
sists  of  six  points  mat  Southern  Baptists 
should  pledge  to  accomplish: 


>  believe  that  if 
to  be  a  Christian 
rrudbM  the  effort  in  some  way  to  share  dreir 
faid\,  we  would  see  a  tremendous  increase 
people  being  reached  for  Christ. 

^'My  hope  and  prayer  for  Colorual 
Heights  and  the  SoC  is  that  we  will 
respond  to  God  s  desire  that  every 
_  Christian  be  a  Great  Conunission  Christian. 

*  Help  others  understarul  the  in^rortarue  We  need  revival  arul  a  ^iritual  awakening. 

of  believer's  baptism.  I  don't  say  that  lig^y,"  Anderson  added. 

•  Apply  Ublical  teadrings  of  stewardship.  Mississfopi  Bfmtist  Convention 

•  Become  personally  involved  in  President  Gene  Henderson,  jpastor  of  Hrst 

Vacation  Bible  Sdux>l  to  reach  Church,  Brandon,  attended  the  Colonial 
children  and  di^  parents.  Heights  event  arul  recalled  the  days  when 

•  Start  trew  Sunday  School  classes  and  he  Welch  were  in  seminary  together. 

new  churches.  "He  was  enthusiastic  and  on  fire  for 

Before  departing  for  the  Louisiana  stop  God  dren  just  as  he  is  tuTw.  I  was  very 
his  50-state  bus  tovur,  Wdch  led  15  teams  impressed  wid\  dre  passion  he  has  for 
a  door-to-door  witrressing  can^aign  in  reaching  the  nuisses  who  do  iK>t  know 

*  trei^^rhoods  arotmd  die  new  Christ.  The  goal  of  baptizing  one  inillion  is 
iloitial  Heists  Chimdi  facility.  TWo  pro-  challenging  but  adu^ble.  We  must  be 
isions  of  were  recorded,  along  with  intentioiuu  if  we  are  ever  goirg  to  readi  a 
!  discovery  of  a  nunfoer  of  pro^rects  for  million  in  one  year:  I  believe  like  Bobby  — 

*  diurch.  if  we  ever  reaai  that  levd  we  will  never  go 

"We  considered  it  a  great  honor  to  back  to  vidiere  we  were  before,"  he  said, 
ve  Bobby  come  to  our  church.  Not  only  Wdch's  bus  tour  began  August  29  at 

>re  we  excited  to  host  the  event,  but  First  Church  in  Daytona  Beadi,  Fla.,  and 
is  was  the  first  service  in  our  new  will  end  on  October  7  at  Waikoloa  Church 
irthpark  campus.  What  Bobby  commu-  in  Waikoloa,  Hawaii  The  tour  will  involve 
iratM  concerning  evangelism  being  die  70  stops  and  cover  more  than  20,000  miles, 
iority  for  our  conventum  was  the  per-  For  more  information.vi8it  the  web  sites: 
:t  message  for  our  members  and  com-  htto://www.8bcjiet/bustour/,  and  www. 
Luiity  to  hear  about  Colonial  Heights.  sb«aptis^ress.oig.  VfeJBlifW'.-'. 


and  others. 


•  Tram  and 


Dangerous  conversations 


Christina  Long  was  a  bright-eyed  sage  conversations, 
sixtti-grader,  oieerleader,  cind  honor  where  they  send  pomo- 
student  at  her  school  in  Danbury,  graphic  photos  of  them- 
Connecticut.  In  2002  she  died  in  the  bade  selves  and  ask  the  chil- 
seatof  acarinashc^pingmallparkinglot,  dren  to  do  the  same, 
strangled  while  having  sex  with  a  25-year-  Thinking  that  he  was 
old  stranger  she  met  on  the  Internet.  chatting  on  line  with  a  13- 

A  chede  of  her  home  computer  after  she  year-old  girl  who  was 
died  revealed  that  for  at  least  the  last  12-18  actually  a  Perverted 
months,  she  had  been  frequently  having  Justice  adult  volunteer,  a 
sex  with  strangers  she  met  on  the  Internet.  New  York  City  firefighter 
Social  workers  could  probably  point  with  a  video  camera  con- 
to  a  number  of  factors  that  led  to  nected  to  his  computer 
Christina's  risky  behavior,  including  exposed  himself  and  com- 
absent  drug-addicted  parents  and  mitted  a  sex  act  that  can- 
other  elements  of  a  lonely  and  not  be  described  in  fur- 
rootless  lifestyle,  even  though  she  ther  detail  on  the  pages  of 
was  living  imder  the  care  of  i  dot-  this  publication, 
ing  aunt  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Worse  still,  18  men 
Too,  yoimg  people's  lack  of  expe-  (including  the  fireman) 
rience  often  leads  them  to  ^thmk  showed  up  for  sex  with  the 
that  such  a  violent,  tragic  death  fake  13-year-old  girl  at  a 
could  never  befall  them.  house  Dateline  had  rigged 

Whatever  Christina's  problems  with  hidden  cameras.  They 
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carried  the  American  flag.  All  of 
America  united,  symbolically, 
under  the  flag.  The  flag  repre¬ 
sents  America,  Americans  and 
the  freedom  and  opportunity 
America  experiences. 

Great  pride.  Emotion. 
Great  feeling.  And  she  repre¬ 
sented  America  well  when 
she  carried  the  flag  that  day. 
But  she  represented  America 
best  when  she  actually  partic- 


As  an  exfTeriment,  Mark 
Twain  said  he  once  put 
a  dog  and  a  cat  in  a  cage 
together  to  'see  if  they  could 

S>t  along,  and  believe  it  or  not, 
ey  didTSo  he  said  he  put  in  a 
bird,  pig  and  goat  to  see  if  they 
would  get  along,  and  they  did 
too,  after  a  few  adjustments. 

Finally  in  attempting  the 
ultimate  test,  he  said  ne  caieful- 
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A  house  united 
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By  Claude  Thomas,  pastor 
First  Church,  Euless,  Texas 


there  was  not  a  living  thing  left.  Jesus  said,  a  house  divided  wiU  What  brought  these  early 
IWain  had  a  funny  way  of  not  stand  (Matthew  12:25).  Christians  together?  What 
maldng  a  pxiint  —  but  it's  sud\  Luke  uses  a  Greek  word  to  enables  the  church  to  be  united 
an  impxnlant  one.  It's  a  i>oint  describe  dte  unity  of  \he  early  in  koinonia?  It  is  very  simple  to 
that  TO  first  church  Uvea  out  church,  and  it  is  to  exact  antiTO-  say,  but  most  profound, 
daily:  God  desires  for  us  to  get  sis  of  Jesus'  picture  of  a  divided  Peter  told  the  crowd  "repent 
along  togeiher.  When  Christians  house.  It  is  TO  word  "fellow-  and  be  baptized"  (Acts  2:41). 
get  uentg,  we  can  work  together  shfo,"  TO  Greek  word  koinonia.  And  in  Acts  2:38,  Peter  said, 
and  impact  this  culture  for  Him!  m  real  life,  fois  word  con-  "Repent  emd  let  every  one  of 
In  Acts  241-3,  Luke  describes  notes  "togetherness"  and  means  you  be  baptized  in  the  name  of 
the  early  church  in  diis  way.  Christians  gather  cmd  share  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of 
"Then  TOse  who  gladly  reeeived  about  life  and  God,  share  their  sins,  and  you  shaU  receive  the 
his  word  were  baptized;  and  that  possessions  and  share  God's  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 
day  about  three  tiiousdnd  souls  impact  on  our  Uves.  In  other  .  Only  the  foUowing  unites 
were  added  to  tiiem....  words,  koinonia  is  not  meaning-  the  church:  the  name  of  Jesus 

"And  they  continued  stead-  less  jargon;  it  is  sometiiing  real  Christ,  His  forgiveness  of  sins 
fastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine  When  koinonia  is  real,  it  and  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
and  fellowship,  in  the  breaking  results  in  spiritual  activities  Spirit  (John  14-16). 
of  bread,  and  in  prayers.  Then  (prayer  and  the  Lord's  Supper)  How  does  Christ'  name  thus 
fear  came  upon  every  soul,  and  but  can  also  be  as  simple  as  unify  us,  bringing  us  together 

many  wonoers  and  signs  were  eating  together  or  givmg  to  toward  koinorua? 

done  through  the  apostles."  someone  m  need  of  something  It's  kind  of  like  this:  In  TO 
Without  embracing  these  tangible:  a  car,  clothes,  f(X>d  or  closing  ceremonies  of  the 

keys  to  unity,  our  church'  will  a  mace  to  live  (look  at  Acts  Olympic  Games  in  Greece, 

be  a  house  divided,  and  as  2:^;  Acts  4:32-37).  America  watched  as  Mia  Hamm 
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Vietnam  rejects  religious  persecution  label 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 

The  communist  government  of 
Vietnam  responded  ang^y 
Sept.  20  to  its  designation  as  a 
"country  of  particu^  ccMKem" 
by  tt\e  U.S.  State  Department 
In  a  statement  issued  fnxn 
Hanoi,  Vietnam's  Mmistry  of 
Foreim  Affairs  described  the 
State  Department's  findirrg^  on 
religious  persecution  in  tfte 
Southeast  Asian  country  as  "erro¬ 
neous."  Foreign  Minister 
Nguyen  De  Nien  also  sent  a  letta* 
to  Seaetaiy  of  State  Colin  Powell 
to  protest  the  decision  of  the 
United  States  to  place  Vietnam 
on  its  persecution  watdi  list,  at 
according  to  a  report  in  Nhan 
Dan,  die  ofSdal  newspaper  d>e 
Conununist  Party  of  Vietnam. 

The  foreign  minister  was 
rejXirted  to  have  axnplained  that  other  pla^  of 

tre  State  Department’s  report  on  istered  witti  the  government. "  !  -  .  ^  - - - 

the  deteriorating  human  rights  Many  of  the  allegations  order  to  witness  to  lost  family  members.  (BP  photo) 

situation  in  \^etnam  was  based  regarded  as  c  .  . . 

(Ml  "biased  infmnation"  arvi  was  report  orig 
an  "inaccurate  reflection  of  sources  both  i 
Vietnam's  actual  atuatkMi."  side  Vietnam 

Information  has  poured  out  confirmed  b] 
of  Vietnam  since  2001  drat  eth-  Nations  High  < 
nic  minority  or  Montagnard  Refugees  md 
Christians  in  die  Central  and  Watcn  (HRW), 

Northwest  Highlands  of  die  based  advocac 
country  have  endured  severe  A  conunon  s 
persecuticm  for  holding  church  ries  of  Christiaj 
services  in  homes,  acts  that  the  Kok  Ksor,  1 
government  claims  are  subver-  Montagnard  I 
sive.  Several  ethnic  mincHity  ethnic  minoi 
Christians  have  been  beaten  to  group  based  in 
death  for  refusing  to  recant  Ksor,  for  ex 
their  faith  and  divulge  the  first  to  report  tl 
identities  of  other  Christians.  ethnic  minor 
As  a  result,  Vietnam  and  six  would  stage  a 
other  countries,  inchiding  North  of  religious  fn 
Korea,  Sudan,  and  Saudi  Arabia,  reclamation  of 
were  named  by  the  State  in  the  Central 
Department  Sept  15  as  being  April  2004.  Ksc 
among  the  world's  worst  viola-  days  later  that  I 
tors  of  religious  fieedom.  Those  taken  place 
countries  were  designated  Vietnamese  pol 
"countries  of  particular  concern"  had  kil^  at  1 
under  the  the  International  minority  tribe 
ReUmous  Freedom  Act  many  as  20  lu 

Tne  Vietnamese  govemment  Hundreds  of  M 
was  dted  ^ledfically  for  failing  into  Cambo^ 
to  guarantee  individual  idrefous  hire.  ScHne  still 
freraom  for  its  citizens.  Wh&  the  refugee  ca 

covint^s  ccinstitution  daims  that  Cambodian  pc _ 

"all  religians  are  equal  before  the  others  back  to  Vietnam 


BAPTISTS 


descriptions  abuse 

le  Vietnamese 
army  and  police,  torture  cind 
imprisonments,  foe  confisca- 

tion  of  Bibles  and  foe  forced  ,  f 'NDING  A  WAY  —  Despite  continuing  difficulties  presented 
closure  of  house  chvuches  and  "V  government  officials  and  other  groups,  some  Christian  busi- 
worshipnotreg-  oessmen  continue  to  use  their  storefronts  as  opportunities  for  shar- 
>  ®  ing  Christ  with  customers.  Others  visit  with  fellow  church  mem- 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


The  Vietnamese  government 
denied  forcibly  oppressing  foe 
Icugely  Christian  ethnic  minori¬ 
ties  in  foe  Central  Highlands 
until  it  finally  i 
ment  April  1  , 
foe  protest  blaming 


issued  a  state- 
rune  d^s  after 

ip.  lence  in  foe  region  on  Ksor  and 

of  foe  st<>  foe  Montagnard  Foundation.  Highlands  may  be  c»mplicBting 
ecution  is  Two  months  later,  foe  foe  situation  for  Christians  in  foe 
of  foe  Vietnamese  government  claimed  area,  according  to  foe  State 
ation,  an  t^t  Ks<w  was  promoting  a  seces-  Department's  report.  In  addition 
advcxracy  sionist  movement  among  foe  to  sidestepping  government  per- 
Carolina.  ethnic  minorities.  "He  instigated  secution,  foe  ^te  Department 
,  was  foe  his  followers,  foe  extremist  ele-  report  revealed  foat  some  D^ar 
indreds  of  ments  in  foe  Dak  Lak  and  Gia  natiorralists  had  threatened 
tribesmen  Lai  provinces  to  deceive,  insti-  Protestant  pastors  who  found 
it  in  favor  gate  and  force  Icxal  people  to  the  group's  mixture  of  politics 
1  and  foe  carry  out  violent  demonstra-  and  rdimcMi  reprehensible, 
tral  larrds  fions"  with  the  goal  of  establish-  The  tfogar  movement  suf- 
ilands  in  mg  a  "Etegar"  state,  a  statement  fered  a  blow  in  July  when 
Dried  two  from  Vietnam's  embassy  in  Ksor's  half  brother,  Ksor 
Dtests  had  Washingtc^  D.C.,  said  Jurw  18.  Krok,  was  arrested  in 
id  foat  E>egar  is  a  term  us^  by  foe  Cambodia  and  returned  to 
CcMtigAn,  former  members  of  an  otganiza-  Vietnam  for  a  large  bounty, 
six  ethnic  tkm  called  FULRO  (United  Frcmt  according  to  foe  Montagnard 
and  as  for  foe  LiberatkMi  d  Oppressed  Foimdation.  He  was  reported- 
appeared.  Races),  a  group  (rf  ethnic  minori-  ly  beaten  and  tortured  in  a 

prison  in  the  city  of  Pleiku. 

While  foe  Di^ar  political 
movement  has  caused  the 
abuse  of  some  ethnic  minorities, 
persecution  for  solely  religious 
reasons  has  'intensified  in 
Vietnam's  mountainous  regions 
and  elsewhere  in  the  cmmtry. 

Despite  foe  persecution  in 
the  Central  and  Northwest 
Highlands,  the  numbers  of 
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Mississippi  College's  governing  board  of  trustees,  meeting  on  the 
sch(x>rs  Clinton  campus,  vote  to  immediately  expand  the  board  and 
begin  selecting  75%  of  its  own  members  in  order  to  "distance"  the 
school  from  "denominational  politics." 


Washington  Asscxiatian  members  come  to  the  rescue  of  storm-dam- 
aged  Rrst  Churdi  in  Belmont,  Calif.,  repairing  the  ventilation  system  and 
replacing  plumbing  in  the  baptistry  of  ^  small  church. 


Fi^  thousand  people  attend  the  Eddie  Martin  revival  crusade  in 
Merdian.  Over  a  three  week  period,  over  four  hundred  people 
respond  to  the  invitation  to  receive  Christ.  More  than  6,800  people 
were  present  for  the  closing  night  service. 
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Justice  Dept, 
joins  MBHS 
legal  action 

JACKSON,  Miss.  (Special)  - 
The  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
has  joined  a  "whistleblower" 
lawsuit  alleging  that  entities  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  "Health 
Systems,  Inr..,  headquartered  in 
Jackson,  illegally  paid  various 
physicians  ar^  physician  grouprs 
for  referring  patients  to  the  orga¬ 
nization's  l^lth  facilities. 

The  federal  government 
believes  submission  of  Medicaid 
claims  from  those,  referrals  vio¬ 
lated  the  civil  False  Claims  Act, 
according  to  a  Justice 
Department  press  release.  The 
whistleblower  lawsuit  was  filed 
by  a  former  MBHS  vice-presi¬ 
dent  who  was  not  identified  by 
name  in  the  fjress  release. 

MBHS  spokesman  Robby 
Channel!  said,  "Baprtist  Health 
Systems  believes  the  allega¬ 
tions  in  the  so-called  'whistle¬ 
blower*  lawsuit  are  without 
merit  and  is  disappointed  that 
the  Federal  Government  is 
joining  some  portions  of  that 
lawsuit.  It  is  important  to 
know  that  absolutely  none  of 
the  allegations  involve  quality 
of  patient  care. 

"Baptist  will  continue  its 
cooperation  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  Over  the  past  30  months 
Baptist  has  provided  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment's  review  a  very  large 
volume  of  management  agree¬ 
ments,  appraisals,  contracts  arid 
cost  repr^ — some  dating  back 
more  tnan  1 2  years. 

"Baptist  anticipates  being 
able  to  address  and  resolve  the 
govemnrent's  concerns.  But  if 
necessary,  Baptist  will  vigor¬ 
ously  defend  itself  in  court." 

No  dollar  amounts  or 
court  hearing  dates  were  dis¬ 
closed  in  either  the  Justice 
Department  news  release  or 
Channel I's  statement. 


Written  in  the  Sidewalk 

I  was  out  for  an  early  morning 
walk  in  a  town  that  was  unfamil¬ 
iar  to  me.  As  I  walked  along  tak¬ 
ing  in  the  new  sigjits  of  houses, 
bmldings,  flowers,  and  trees, 
from  time  to  time  I  noticed  cm  tire 
sidewalks  messages  that  had 
been  scratched  into  the  cement 
while  it  was  wet.  I  noticed  but 
paid  little  attention  to  them,  but 
since  I  was  going  to  be  in  the 
town  a  couple  of  (&ys  I  saw  them 
again  aivl  again  and  wcmdered 
vmat  they  meant.  People  seem  to 
have  an  insatiable  drive  to  leave 
some  markings  of  their  presence 
in  a  place  or  a  desire  to  share  a 
thought  with  the  world.  The 
more  I  thought  about  these 
thoughts  the  more  drought  pro¬ 
voking  drey  became.  Permit  me 
to  transfer  some  of  these  expres¬ 
sions  from  cement  to  ink. 

One  of  the  first  ones  to  catch 
my  attention  was  the  largest  cme  I 
saw  with  letters  about  a  foot  tall. 
It  read,  "Andy  says  life  is  gixxL" 
I  did  not  meet  Aitdy  in  the  few 
days  I  was  there,  but  I  appreciate 
him  and  I  like  his  oudcxMc  cm  life. 
I  wcmdered  who  actually  wrote 
that  in  the  ccmcrete.  My  assump¬ 
tion  is  that  Andy  did  thoum 
someone  could  have  seen  me 
sparkle  in  his  eye,  the  bounce  in 
his  step,  and  die  joy  in  his  voice 
and  written  it  on  his  behalf. 
Whether  Andy  or  a  friend  wrote 
it,  I  wcmdereci  what  happened  in 
Andy's  life  drat  brought  about 
this  oudjurst  of  philoscphizing  cm 
a  sidewalk.  Did  Andy  nave  a  new 
job,  was  he  getting  married,  was 
drOT  a  baby  cm  the  way,  did  he 
^  a  raise,  nad  he  just  ccxne  back 
from  war,  cw  had  he  just  fini^ied 
successful  cancer  treatment?  Or 
could  it  be  that  Andy  had  just  met 
the  living  Lord  and  Jesus  had  ush¬ 
ered  him  into  abimdant  living? 
We  dcm't  know,  but  we  do  know 
that  "Andy  says  life  is  §cxxi." 

Andy  is  the  excspbcm  rather 
than  di£  rule  because  as  many  of 
you  can  attest  for  every  Andy 
writirig  in  the  ccmcrete  erf  life  there 
are  at  least  a  dozen  pecple  who 
will  cjukkly  let  you  know  that  life 
is  not  gooa  to  them.  They  live  on 
the  verge  of  disaster  and  their  dis¬ 
asters  are  of  cme  strength  and  one 
measurement.  They  are  indescrib¬ 
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ably  terrible.  It  could  be  a  flat  tire 
or  a  fouled  up  ccmpiuter,  a  hang 
nail  or  a  heart  attack,  a  cloudy  day 
CM"  tf«  temperature  is  too  cold,  and 
aU  erf  life  is  certainly  painted  with 
a  paint  brush  calleci  bad. 

Years  ago  I  knew  a  man  who 
after  I  got  acejuainted  with  him 
seoned  to  me  as  thougji  he  never, 
ever  said  anything  gcxxl  about 
pieople,  or  situaticms,  or  life  in 
general.  Alfriough  he  was  not 
aware  of  it,  I  started  jottir^  dowi) 
and  keeping  a  little  log  erf  every 
time  I  tmked  witii  him  just  in  an 
effort  to  try  to  catch  him  saying 
something  gcxxl.  Time  after  time  I 
would  jot  down  what  he  had  to 
say  ancl  I  begin  to  fill  up  page  after 
page  of  bad  ffiings.  I  must  say  that 
he  was  an  ecpial  opportunity  pes¬ 
simist  Nothing  escapjed  his  view 
of  tilings  being  in  a  mess  —  gov¬ 
ernment,  churai,  young  people, 
senior  adults,  people  in  positiems 
of  leadership,  anci  people  on  the 
street.  For  about  two  years  I  kept 
up  tire  practice  of  jotting  down 
how  baci  life  was  through  the  eyes 
of  cme  man.  I  got  tired  of  ke^mg 
tile  diary  ancf  so  one  day  I  just 
said  to  him,  "Have  you  ever  seen 
anything  gcxxl?"  He  replied, 
"Why  sure.  There  are  lots  or  gcxxl 
things."  1  Sciid,  "Well  I  have  never 
heard  you  say  a  gcxxl  word  about 
anybody  or  anything  at  any 
time."  Aiter  a  couple  of  secemds  of 
somewhat  sturmed  thou^tful- 
ness  he  replied,  "Well  I  lcx)k  at  life 
and  see  it  as  it  really  is."  I  said, 
"Oi!"  I  knew  he  was  saying  that 
as  he  saw  it  all  of  it  Icxikecl  bad. 
Maybe  he  should  have  known 
Andy.  For  whatever  else  was  hap- 
piening  in  the  world  sometiiing 
was  going  cm  in  Andy's  life  that 
made  him  say,  "Life  is  gocxl." 

A  secemd  writing  that  I  would 
like  to  share  with  you  caused  me 
to  stop  and  just  stare  and  won¬ 
der  at  tiiese  modern-day  cave 
drawings.  Someone  had  written 


in  fairly  large  letters,  "Jason 
loves  ¥¥¥."  It  appeared  as 
though  sometime  back  Jason 
was  desperately  in  love  with 
someone  and  something  hap¬ 
pened.  The  name  that  was 
scratched  out  or  somewhat  chis¬ 
eled  out  had  apparently  been 
done  a  gcxxl  while  after  the  con¬ 
crete  had  hardened.  I  wondered 
if  Jason's  love  had  left  him,  he 
had  left  her,  or  just  what  had 
happened  between  those  two 
lovwirds.  Something  had  hap¬ 
pened  and  the  name  was 
removed.  The  reason  I  stopped 
and  lcx)k  at  it  for  a  while  is  that  I 
was  trying  to  figure  out  what 
name  was  there,  but  I  was 
unable  to  discern  any  of  the  let¬ 
ters.  All  that  was  left  was  an 
indention,  a  scar  in  the  hardened 
sidewalk  where  somebody's 
name  had  been  removed.  While 
I  did  not  know  Jason  or  the  girl, 
I  have  known  the  experience 
hundreds  of  times  through  the 
years.  Love  buds,  blossoms,  and 
comes  into  its  full  glory.  1  have 
seen  so  many  joyful  couples  be 
united  in  marriage.  It  seems  to 
be  real,  so  meaningful  and  hope¬ 
ful,  but  after  years  pass  by  some¬ 
thing  happens,  something  goes 
wrong  and  disruption,  divorce, 
and  ctetruction  often  take  place. 
Only  an  indention  in  life  filled 
with  hurtful  memories  is  left. 
Although  I  do  not  know  Jason 
and  do  not  know  whose  name 
was  removed  I  know  that  only 
tile  Lord  can  make  life  and  love 
meaningful.  Only  the  Lord  can 
take  the  scars  in  our  life  and  turn 
them  into  celebrations  of 
redemption,  renewal,  and  hope 
for  the  future. 

I  walked  on  cmd  saw  a  similar 
but  different  cement  sign.  It  was 
rather  small  and  apparently  had 
been  put  there  by  a  woman.  It 
said,  ^'Kim  loves  Scott"  It  was 
clear,  clean,  well  done,  and  still 


intact.  I  Icxjked  around  to  see  if 
there  was  a  "Scott  loves  Kim" 
etching  but  did  not  see  one.  Still 
I  was  thankful  for  Kim  and  her 
expression  of  love  and  devotion 
to  Scott.  My  hope  was  that  she 
received  the  same  expression 
that  she  gave.  Anyone  can  love, 
but  it  takes  two  to  have  a  loving 
relationship.  M^be  the  best 
understanciing  of  this  truth  is 
seen  in  the  Lord,  "For  Gcxl  so 
loved  the  world  that  He  gave 
His  only  begotten  Son."  Unless 
we  respond  to  Him  in  love  the 
relationship  remains  one  sided 
and  is  there  by  unfulfilled.  At 
times  it  seems  even  empty.  Gexd 
loves  everyone,  but  it  is  our  con¬ 
tact  with  Him  in  Jesus  Christ, 
oiu  trust  expression:  "Whosever 
believeth  in  Him,"  tiiat  brings 
about  a  relationship  and  that  is 
also  true  in  life. 

Let  me  give  you  one  last 
word  from  the  sidewalk.  It  said, 
"Victor  '95."  At  first  glance  I  just 
thought  it  was  someone  who 
was  named  VTctor  and  he  had 

?ut  his  name  in  the  walkway  in 
995,  but  then  I  l^an  to  won¬ 
der.  Maybe,  possibly,  hopefully 
someone  had  an  experience 
with  the  Lord  that  brought  vic¬ 
tory  and  they  became  a  victor  in 
1995.  Wouldn't  that  be  a  good 
thing?  1  have  seen  people  strug- 

fle  with  an  issue  or  a  sin  that 
ept  tearing  them  down  and 

Eulling  them  away  from  the 
ord.  Finally,  glonously  they 
came  to  a  moment  of  spiritual 
conquest  in  the  power  of  Jesus 
and  they  become  a  victor.  Tliey 
find  forgiveness,  experience 
transformation,  and  come  to 
know  life  with  a  lift  that  can 
only  come  from  God.  They 
coiild  write  on  the  pathway  of 
life,  "Victor!"  In  part  that  is  actu¬ 
ally  the  picture  of  the  conclusion 
of  life  as  each  believer  stands 
before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ  and  receives  the  victor's 
crown.  As  you  continue  on  your 
journey  today  leaving  impres¬ 
sions  in  the  sidewalks  of  life,  my 
prayer  for  you  is  that  in  Christ 
you  will  find  experiences  where 
you  can  say  you  are  the  victor. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  JacKson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


NOBTS  bivo  music  class  open  for  enrollment 


October  18  begins  the  sixth  of  eight  cours¬ 
es  at  eig^t  locations  in  Mississippi  spon¬ 
sored  by  New  Orleans  Baptist  Secrunary. 

The  eight  courses  are:  (1)  Son^  Leading; 
(2)  Worsr^  Planning  (3)  Readmg  Music: 
Rhythm/Pitch;  (4)  Reading  Music: 
Harmony /Melody;  (5)  Hymnology;  (M 
Music  Administration/Stan  Relations;  (7) 
Survey  of  Music  Resources;  (8)  Class  Voice. 
These  courses  are  design^  to  provide 
basic  training  for  bivocabonal  music  direc¬ 
tors  and  other  music  leaders  in  churches. 

The  eight  courses  meet  two  hours  per 
week.  Eaoi  course  is  eight  weeks  in  length. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  scheduled  over  a 
two-year  period.  Each  course  is  indepen¬ 
dent  and  has  no  prerequisite.  Each  student 
who  completes  the  eight  courses  earns  a 
Church  Music  Certificate  from  New 
Cfrleans  Seminary  plus  a  credit  of  eight 
hours  toward  an  on  campus  degree  pro¬ 
gram.  There  is  a  one-time  registration  f^  of 


$25.(X).  The  cost  of  each  course  is  $100.00. 

A  $50.00  scholarship  is  available  for  all 
first-time  students.  Students  already 
enrolled  are  not  eligible.  The  grant  is  limit¬ 
ed  to  one  person  per  church. 

The  sixth  course  "Music 
Administration/Staff  Relations"  will 
meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours  for  eight 
consecutive  weeks  at  the  following  loca-. 
tions  and  times: 

•Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

—  beginning  October  18  (7-9  p.m.)  Jimmy 
McCaleb,  Teacher,  (H)  601-924-1233. 

•  Handsboro  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport 

—  beginning  October  18  (630-830  p.m.) 
Louis  White,  Teacher,  (Q  228-B96-3796. 

•  First  Baptist  ^uich,  Booneville  — 
beginning  October  18  (7-9  p.m.)  LuAnne 
Fold,  Teacher,  (C)  662-728-6m. 

•  Hernando  Baptist  Church,  Hernando 

—  beginning  October  18  (7-9  p.m.)  Barry 
Twee^  Teacher,  (C)  662-429-6^1. 


•  Tri-County  Baptist  Associational 

Building,  Columbia  —  beginning 

October  19  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  Kenny 
Adams,  Teacher,  (C)  601-876-3436. 

•  Meadville  Baptist  Church, 

Meadville  —  beginning  October  19  (6:30- 
8:30  p.m.)  Chuck  McMinn,  Teacher,  (C) 
601-384-5215,  (H)  601-384-3717. 

•  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church, 

Clarksdale  —  beginning  October  18  (7-9 
p.m.)  Hugh  Plunkett,  Teacher,  (C)  662-624- 
^38,  (H)  662-627-3571. 

•Northcrest  Baptist  Church, 

Meridian  —  beginning  October  18  (6:30  - 
8:30  p.m.)  Buddy  McElroy,  Teacher,  (C) 
601-681-6615,  (H)  601-679-1887. 

These  clas^  could  be  offered  at  other 
locations  in  the  state  also,  where  8-10  stu¬ 
dents  are  interested  in  enrolling. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jimmy 
-  McCaleb  at  (601)292-3273  or  1-800-748-1651 
(ext  273)  or  jmccaleb®  www.nibd).oig 
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Miss,  vols  aid  Alabama,  head  to  Florida 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP  and  local 
reports  )  —  More  than  a  week  after 
Hurricane  Ivan  tore  a  path  of  destruction 
through  several  Alabeuna  counties,  numer¬ 
ous  volunteers  continue  a  relentless  effort  to 
help  clean  up  and  repair  storm-ravaged 
areas.  Several  hundrea  Southern  Baptists 
from  more  than  a  dozen  states  persist  in 
their  drive  to  restore  some  sense  of  normal¬ 
cy  to  storm  victims  and  die  hardest-hit  areas. 

Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  wrapped  up 
mass  feeding  responsibilites  in  Meridian  on 
S«?tember  18  and  headed  to  Orange  Beach, 
Ala.,  to  assist  residents  in  that  hard-hit  area, 
llie  Task  Force,  which  was  also  activated 
earlier  for  Hurricane  Qiarley,  was  rede¬ 
ployed  to  Melbourne,  Fla.,  on  September  28 
to  assist  victims  of  Hurricane  Jeanne. 

"In  my  lifetime,  I  have  not  witnessed 
such  widespread  devastation  in  our  state," 
said  Rick  Lance,  executive  director-treasur¬ 
er  of  the  Alabama  Baptist  State 
Convention.  "I  want  to  commend  the  dis¬ 
aster  relief  workers  from  Alabama  and 
arovmd  the  coimt^  who  have  come  to  our 
rescue  here  in  Alabama." 

Lance,  along  with  other  state  missions 
personnel,  made  an  initial  tour  of  areas 
such  as  Robertsdale,  Atmore,  Flomaton, 
and  Brewton.  At  the  Robertsdale  site, 
Lance  acted  as  a  runner  -  taking  food  to 
cars  of  waiting  people  after  volimteer 
cooks  had  prepared  the  meals  in  a  feeding 
unit  supplied  oy  the  state  convention. 

"While  I  was  servine  food,  I  saw  upscale 
SUVs  and  older  cars  ^  waiting  in  Ime  for 
the  same  thing  —  a  hot  meal  and  a  helping 
hand,"  Lance  said.  "Crisis  experiences  like 
Hurricane  Ivan  are  great  equalizers.  People 
of  all  backgrounds  in  terms  of  education, 
wealth  and  ethnicity  are  brought  togetiier 
in  a  sense  of  common  need." 


On  retumiiw  to  his  office  in 
Montgomery,  L^ce  authorized 
his  staff  of  state  missioricuies  to 
participate  in  the  feeding  and 
cleanup  efforts.  "It  is  important 
for  us  to  be  'hands-on'  in 
response  to  this  crisis,"  Lance 
told  his  staff.  "Ovemigl\t 
arrangements  will  be  primitive, 
so  be  prepared  to  take  a  sleeping 
bag  and  change  of  clothes  as 
power  is  still  out  in  most  areas." 

Lcunce  2ibo  prciised  local  Baptist 
officials,  typically  called  dire^rs 
of  missions,  who  serve  as  the  key 
leaders  of  Baptist  asscxdations  in 
counties  across  south  Alabama. 

"These  associational  mission¬ 
aries  offer  examples  of  Christian 
servantiiood  during  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  time  of  need,"  Lance 
observed.  "The  people  effected 
by  this  terrible  weatner  are  very 

grateful  for  the  help  provided 
y  these  leaders  in  their  incama- 
tional  witness  for  Jesus  Christ." 

Due  to  the  frequency  and 
severity  of  the  2004  hurricane  sea¬ 
son  —  which  still  has  nea^  two 
months  to  go  —  the  Task  Force  is  accepti^ 
cash  gifts  mrou^  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  to  defray  the  cost  of  five 
unit's  multiple  activaticms  and  to  fund  the 
on-site  purchases  of  food  supplies  and  other 
necessities.  The  Task  Force  is  presently  not 


aster  relief  needs.  Gifts  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions  Offering  and  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  provide 
the  annual  funcung  for  the  unit's  mairite- 
nance,  repair,  administration,  and  training. 


To  make  a  tax-deductible  gift  toward 
Mississippi  Baptists'  disaster  r^ef  efforts, 
make  checks  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Botfud  and  desigiiate  "z004 
Hurricane  Relief"  on  the  memo  line.  Mail 
to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
ATTN:  Business  Office,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  of  contributions,  telephone  (601)  292- 
3241  or  toll-free  outside  Jacksrxi  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  241.  E-mail:  dervin@mbd).org. 

For  up^tes  <m  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  felief  Task  Force  durii^  the  Z004 
hurricane  season,  go  to  www.mDd>.6rg. 


Preaching  giant  Rogers  to  retire  from  pastorate 


CORDOVA,  Tenn.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Adrum  Refers, 
one  of  the  most  prominent 
Southern  Baptist  preachers  of 
his  generation  ana  a  leader  in 
ffie  ^uthem  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC) 
conservative  resur¬ 
gence  over  the  last  25 
years,  announced  his 
retirement  September 
12  as  pastor  of  the 
Memphis-area  Belle¬ 
vue  Church. 

The  retirement  of 
the  former  three- 
term  SBC  president  is 
effective  next  sprii^ 
although  a  specify 
date  has  not  yet  been 

g'ven.  The  goal  is  to  5 

ive  a  new  pastor  in 
place  when  Rogers  leaves, 
^king  the  announcement  on 
his  73rd  birthday,  Rogers  read 
a  letter  to  the  chunm,  which 
has  some  27,000  members. 

"Now  comes  a  time  that  we 
all  knew  would  come  when  I 
should  announce  my  retire¬ 
ment  as  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church,"  Rogers  said 
in  the  statement  that  nas  since 
been  posted  on  the  church 
website.  "Nevertheless,  I  will 
not  retire  from  the  ministry 
until  I  draw  my  last  breath." 

Health,  Rogers  said,  "is  not 
a  factor"  in  me  decision.  He 
had  triple  bypass  heart 
surgery  March  16.  "I  thank 
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God  for  my  recovery  and 
growing  vitality  and  hope  for 
many  good  years  ahead." 

Upon  retirement,  Rogers 
said  ne  plans  on  continuing  ffie 

_ Love  Worth 

Finding  radio 
and  television 
miiustry.  He  also 
plans  on  minis¬ 
tering  through 
the  recently  es¬ 
tablished  Adrian 
Rogers  Pastor 
Training  Insti¬ 
tute  and  teach¬ 
ing  at  Mid- 
America  Semin¬ 
ary  in  Memphis. 
He  will  continue 
Rogers  attending 

Bellevue  Church. 

"These  and  other  opportu¬ 
nities  will  keep  me  challenged 
and  busy,"  Rogers  said.  "I  also 
plan  to  spend  more  quality 
time  with  my  family." 

Rogers  was  called  as  pastor 
of  Be&vue  Church  in  1972,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Ramsey  Pollard,  who 
had  served  as  pastor  since  1960. 
Ihe  churdi  became  a  prominent 
SBC  congregation  under  the 
leadership  of  R.G.  Lee,  who 
served  as  pastor  from  1927-1960. 

Rogers^  election  as  SBC  pres¬ 
ident  in  1979  helped  spark 
what  is  known  as  the  conserva¬ 
tive  resurgence  —  a  period  in 
which  self^escribed  conserva¬ 
tives  challenged  more  moder- 


ate  elements  wiffiin  ffie  conven¬ 
tion  in  an  effort  to  return  the 
convention  to  what  the  conser¬ 
vatives  described  as  its  histori¬ 
cal,  orthodox  roots  and  a  com- 
nutment  to  biblical  inerrancy. 

After  choosing  not  to  run  for 
re-election  in  1980,  Rogers  was 
elected  SBC  president  again  in 
1986  and  1987.  The  candidate 
with  the  backing  of  ffiose  con¬ 
servatives  has  won  the  presi¬ 
dency  every  year  since  19TO. 

In  1999-2000  R(^rs  served 
as  chairman  of  the  raptist  Faith 
and  Message  Study  Committee, 
which  revised  Southern 
Baptists'  statement  of  belief.  It 
was  adopted  by  ffu>  2000  SBC 
aimual  meeting  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Rogers'  conunitment  to  the 
inerrancy  of  Scripture  has 
formed  the  core  of  his  ministiy. 
In  his  presidential  sermon  m 


point,  pen  stroke,  jot  or  tittle 
was  placed  there  by  the  pur¬ 
pose  and  will  of  God." 

Rogers  hopes  to  have  his 
successor  in  place  next  spring. 
In  1^  retirement  announce¬ 
ment  S^t.  12,  he  said  that  he 
would  be  "thrilled"  to  have  the 
new  pastor  "ready  to  move 
onto  the  field  before  or  at  my 
last  days  as  pastor." 

1  would  love  to  place  the 
baton  in  his  hand  and  bless  his 
ministry  with  you,"  Rogers  said. 
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In  tt\e  short-term,  Rogers’ 
Love  Worth  Hnding  radio  and 
television  ministry  will  continue. 
Long-term,  ffioi^  a  replace¬ 
ment  —  particulariy  on  tdevi- 
acm  —  wul  have  to  oe  found. 

"Right  now,  ffte  thought  is 
that  whoever  would  succeed 
him  at  some  point  could  be 
involved  in  ff\e  televisitm  min¬ 
istry,"  Bill  Skelton,  executive 
vice  president  of  Love  Worth 
Fmding  Ministries,  told  Baptist 
Press.  ^...  Any  num  that  can 
k^  7,2(X)  p^le  awake  on 
Suitday  morning  probably  can 
do  fairly  well  on  media." 

Any  dedsum,  Skelton  said, 
would  te  made  by  the  Love 
Worth  Finding  board.  Love 
Worfft  Finding,  whidt  can  be 
seen  on  more  man  14,000  broad¬ 
cast  and  cable  television  outlets 
and  heard  on  nearly  2/)00  radio 
stations  and  translators,  was 
founded  in  1987.  The  ministry  is 
separate  from  the  churdu 

Because  television  is  "visual 
as  well  as  audio,"  Skelton  said, 
messages  can  become  "some¬ 
what  dated."  Once  Rogers 
retires,  ffie  ministiy  will  have  a 
nundier  of  monffts  of  television 
messages  that  have  yet  to  be 
aired,  Skelton  said. 

Even  after  retirement, 
Skelton  said,  Rogers  could  tape 
new  messages  in  various 
venues  —  preadurtg  at  crusades 
or  at  guest  churdtes, «  possibly 
preaoiing  to  the  camera. 


The  Baftbt  Rboocd 


FOOD  SERVICE  —  Vernon 
Botekx  (left),  a  member  of  Briar 
Hill  Church,  FloierKe;  Bobby 
Kennedy  (center),  a  member  of 
Pearl  Valley  Church,  Wesson; 
and  David  Warren,  a  member  of 
Eagje  Lake  Chundi,  Vicksburg, 
strain  green  beans  into  an  insu¬ 
lated  food  container  on 
September  1 8  to  be  delivered  to 
Meridian-area  victims  of 
Hurricane  Ivan.  After  serving  in 
Pascagoula,  Meridian,  and 
Orar^  Beach,  Ala.,  during  the 
Hurricane  Ivan  relid  effort  and 
earlier  in  Arcadia,  Fla.,  duri^ 
the  Hurricane  Charley  relief 
efkirt,  the  Task  Force  was  reacti¬ 
vated  for  Hurricane  Jeanne  and 
departed  for  Melbourne,  Fla.,  on 
the  morning  of  September  28. 
(BR  photo  by  William  Perkins) 


n%ur'i‘ 


Louis  Snider  was  recently 
presented  a  40  year  perfect 
attendance  pin  by  Roger 

- Crosswhite  at 

Liber^  Hill 
Church,  Pope. 

Members 
of  the  Potts 
Camp  com- 
mumty  held  a 
prayerwalk 
for  schools 
Snider  August  8. 


They  met  at  First  Church  then 
went  to  Potts  Camp  School  and 
Mary  Reid  Elementary  School. 
More  than  fifty  participated. 

The  youth  (pictured)  of 
Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
enjoyed  a  Youth  RaUy,  Jackson, 
and  a  water  park  this  sununer. 

First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
and  New  Hope  Church, 
Benton  County,  went  on  a  mis¬ 


sion  trip 


)unty, 
to  H 


enrietta,  Okla. 


Youth  of  Holly  Church,  Corinth 


Potts  Camp  Church  Prayer  Walk,  Potts  Camp 
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Potts  Camp  &  New  Hope  Mission  Trip  Participants 


Dean  Goodwin,  Tony  Morrow,  Hansford  Huff  &  Robert  Lee 


L 
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Christ  Church  Children's  Mu';!  cal.  Greenwood 


The  Baptist  Rbcoro- 


They  completed  repairs  and 
improvements  to  the 
Muscogee-Seminole-Wichita 
Baptist  Association  Assembly 
erovmds.  Ladies  conducted 
VBS  during  the  day  and  ni^t- 
ly  services  were  held.  Jim 
Buchanan  is  pastor  of  First 
Church  and  David  Jordan  is 
pastor  of  New  Hope. 

Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
recently  held  a  deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  and  installation  ser¬ 
vice.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Dean  Goodwin,  ordained; 
Tony  Morrow,  pastor; 
Hansford  Huff,  installed;  and 
Robert  Lee,  ordained. 

The  children  of  Christ 
Church,  Greenwood,  presented 
the  patriotic  musical  God  Bless 
tire  USA  recenlty  Pictured  (frcmri 
left)  are  Steve  Hambrick,  narra¬ 
tor,  Owen  Hambrick,  Kegan 
Cunnirigham,  Mary  Upchundi, 
Haley  OddeU,  Kayla  Narmour, 
Maggie  Daves,  Carlee  Rae 
Thornburg,  and  Mauri  Suggs. 

The  July  mission  project  for 
the  WMU  of  Unity  Chiu-ch, 
West,  was  to  raise  hmds  for 
the  Pure  Water,  Pure  Love  pro¬ 
gram  providing  missionaries 
,with  water  purification  sys¬ 
tems  to  meet  their  needs  on 
the  mission  field.  The  Church 
staff  filled  their  piggy  banks  as 
a  fundraiser.  Pictured  from  left 
are  (kneeling)  J.D.  Hudson, 
(standing)  Audean  Gelston, 
Tom  Cade,  Gene  Richardson, 
pastor,  Steve  White,  J.D. 


Unity  Church  Pure  Water  Mission  Project,  West 


New  Prospect  Ground  Breaking,  Olive  Branch 

Oakes,  Jimmy  Bruce,  Chubby  Feasel,  Clay  Sweatman,  and 
Melton,  and  Joy  Oakes.  James  Dunlap. 


New  Prospect  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  neld  a  ground¬ 
breaking,  Arise  and  Build, 
September  5  for  their  new  550 
to  expandable  800  seat  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Mary  Holden,  Shirley  Hanna, 
Susan  McCulley,  Kenny 
Dunlap,  Pastor  David 
Thomas,  Scott  Hanks,  Larry 
Harris,  Dale  Gansman,  Bod 


The  youth  of  Christ  Church, 
Greenwood,  recently  attended 
the  Passion  Play  m  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.  Pictured  from  left 
are  (front)  Mitch  Taylor,  Dalton 
Cummings,  Lee  Fondren,  (mid¬ 
dle)  Kdton  Long,  Kegan 
Cunningham,  Carlee  Kae 
thornburg,  Melinda 

Thwnburg,  (back)  LannyHaley, 

gastor,  Megan  Cunnii^ham, 
rittany  Avant,  Matt  Taylor, 
and  Rachel  Barnett. 
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Youth  of  Christ  Church,  Greenwood 


Coker  Creek  Village  Adventure  &  Retreat  Center 

A  Christian  facility  for  groups  size  8  to  400 
Activities  include: 

Rafting  the  Ocoee  •  trail  rides  •  climbing  tower 
&  mountain  biking 
A  relaxed  mountain  retreat  with: 

Great  meals  •  meeting  rooms  •  bunkhouse  lodging  • 
activity  staff  •  300  acres  &  streams 
Special  events  include: 

•  Last  Fling  of  Summer  •  the  colors  of  Autumn  • 

Harvest  celebration  &  Winterfest 

Weekend  specials:  arrive  Friday,  leave  Sunday 
Arrive  Saturday  noon,  leave  Sunday  afternoon 
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For  The  "Right  Deal 
On  A  Church  Bus 

CaU  Bill  Clark 

601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


KiloVV.iy  lUis  Sdlos 


Coming  to 
BridgeWay 
Baptist 
Church: 

Cindy  Lipscomb 

Cindy  will  be  ibaring  ber 
teetimony  of  God's  fsitbful- 
ncas  after  the  loss  of  ber  a 
dengbters  in  the  1 999 
AM'l'kAK  accident. 

Saturday,  October  9. 2004 
9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 

Fer  aert  infsrmatloii  call 

662-851 -31 15  I 

BriiiWali 

BaptisrChurcli  ' 


523  Quinn  Rn.iil,  Byli  ili.i,  MS 


■September  30, 2004 


Just  for  the  Rfcord 
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WMU  of  Unity  Oiuich,  West 


GAs  &  RAs  of  Mt  Zion  Church,  Columbus 


The  WMU  of  Unity  Church, 
Wes^  reoentiy  donateo  a  wagon 
LeBonineur  Children's 


Hoqjital,  Memphis,  Term. 
Pictured  (horn  Iot)  are  Elaine 
(^e,  Audean  Gelstm, 
artd  Dewayne  Cade. 

Parkway  Church, 
Pascagoula,  gave  a 
going  to  school  shower 
ror  Leland  Melbm,  a 
deaf  child  atterxlirlg 
Mississippi  Deaf  Scncx)!, 
Jackson,  for  the  first 
time.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Mur^y  D.  Young, 
Renee  Jumson,  Leland 
Melton,  and  Rachel 
Rinks. 


GAs  of  Oakvale  Church,  Oakvale 


Murphy  Young,  Renee  Johnson,  Leland 
Melton,  and  Rachel  Rinks 


The  WOM  of  First 
Church,  Calhoun  Qty, 
present^  a  chvirch  hi^ 
tory  skit,  WOM  tire 
Past,  Present,  and 
Future,  recently  to 
celebrate  the  100th 
birthday. 
Refreshments  fol¬ 
lowed. 


The  GAs  of 
Oakvale  Church, 
Oakvale,  collected 
hygiene  items  for 
th&  Christmas  in 
August  project 
which  were  dciiv- 
ered  to  the 
Brantley  Baptist 
Center,  a  homeless 
shelter  in  New 


Investing  for  the  future 

Is  TOW  etarckbaiai  Ills  best  steward  afHsinvMtiMalBT  How 

can  you  best  plan  for  your  church's  future?  How  can  you 
have  a  lasting  impact  for  Christ  In  your  community  and 
around  the  world?  Are  theseouestions  that  your  church 
asks  itself?  If  so,  we  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
can  help. 

By  planning  wisely,  you  can  leave  your  church  increasing 
resources  for  years  to  come.  For  more  than  50  years, 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and  institutions  have  trusted  the 
growth  of  their  funds  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 

We  offer  free  seminars  to  churches  and  their  members 
to  discuss  the  wide  range  of  programs  arKf  financial 
services  available.  We  also  provide  free  information 
on  estate  planning  and  Wills  for  Mississippi 
Baptists.  Can  as  at  (m)  2n*32M. 


September  30, : 
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Orleans,  La.  Pictured  eire  Danyele 
Chance,  Makayla  Moigan, 
Yeatman,  and  Gina  Nem. 


The  4th-6th  grade  Bible 
Drillers  of  Crossroads  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  were  recently  rec¬ 
ognized.  Pictured  from  left  are 
(rront)  David  Vaughn,  Uphani 
Craft,  (middle)  Amber  Ensign, 
Ashley  Johnson,  Amy  Bush, 
(back)  Katrina  Phillim,  leader, 
and  hel^rs  Lynda  bush  <md 
Brandi  Johnson.  Ensign  has 
complete  3  year  with  a  superi¬ 
or  rating. 

The  GAs  and  RAs  of  Mount 
Zion  Church,  Columbus, 
recently  held  Christmas  in 
August.  They  collected  school 
supplies  for  a  local  shelter. 

The  QA  of  Ciystal  Springs 
Church  at  Dextei;  '^lertown, 
were  recognized  recentily  with  the 
pins  thev  earned  during  the  year. 
Pkrturea  fiom  left  are  (f^t)  Caleb 
Ladner,  Katherine  Jc^mson,  Sarah 
Alexander;  (back)  Jamie  Magee, 
Katie  Stringer,  Charlotte 
Fortenberry,  ana  Sarah  Stogner. 

Ingalls  Avenue  Church, 
Pascagoida,  has  completed  fiteir 
6tiri  successful  summer  readi^ 
program  wih  39  diildren  partia- 
pating.  The  children  read  2,016 
Dooks  in  10  weeks  curing  their 
sununer  vacatioa  Awards  were 
given  out  August  29.  Pictured  are 
some  of  fire  participants.  J(^ 
Turner  is  pastor. 


WOM  of  First  Church,  Calhoun  City 


Ingalls  Avenue  Surtuner  Reading  Participants,  Pascagoula 


CIA  of  Crystal  Springs  Church  at  Dcxtei;  lyieitown 
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Crossroads  Church  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Pelahatchie 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


LifeWay  has  the  sohitioa— a  l^iiasBenger 
mini-biis  that  meets  Federal  safety  stantoda 


<  arp'nrti'i'lnis.t  out 


CamaaMv  ta  %!•%  tesb 


Coaltown  Church,  Purvis, 


Coaltown  Church,  Purvis,  held  July  11  witf\  former  pastors 
will  host  The  Providentials  and  music  directors.  Pictured  are 
Quartet,  Ruth,  in  caicert  October  Talmadge  &iuth,  W.J.  Hughes, 
3  at  6  p m.  Admissi(m  is  free  but  J.B.  Betts,  James  Walters,  and 
a  love  offermg  will  be  taken.  Edgar  L.  Wrigjht,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Mathistoiv  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  Summer  mission 
trip  to  Rhesus  Chimi\, 
tester,  Ky.,  July  25-30.  The 
rtidpants  ^d  roof  work, 
an  addition  with  bath¬ 
rooms,  and  omducted  a  Back 
Yard  Bible  Gub. 


Poplar  Springs  Church, 

Menaenhall,  will  nold  G3  Get 
2  Gathering  a  worship  music 
resource,  October  9  from  10  31 

a.m.-l  p.m.,  hosted  by  Jay  bu 
Parker.  Lunch  will  be  provided. 

Call  (601)  847-2555  if  you 
would  like  to  attend. 

EC  Gardner  was  ordained  as 
Morgantown  Church,  a  deacon  at  Heritage  Heights 
Natchez,  celebrated  tiieir  50th  Church,  Laurel,  August  8. 
Anniversary  wito  a  reception  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ken 
July  10.  A  w(»sh4)  service  was  Regan,  pastor,  Gaidr^,  and  his 

wife  Gladys. 

Plainway  Church,  Laurel, 
licensed  Sam  D.  Hu^tes,  Sr.  to 
die  ministry  July  4.  Hughes  is 
available  for  Suriday  supply  and 
can  be  reached  at  (601)  GS-S9Q3 
or  (601)  426-6505.  Hctured  (from 
left)  are  Hughes,  and  J.  Nonnie 
Jefooat,  pastor. 

The  Acteens  of  Evergreen 
Church,  Louisville,  enjoyed  a 
time  of  recognition  September  8 
for  con^lewg  Mission  Quest 
2003-04.  They  completed  pro¬ 
jects  such  as  picking  up  trash, 
delivering  di^er  plates  and 
fruit  baskets,  and  havir^  a  carni¬ 
val  for  tf\e  GAs.  Courtney 
Partridge  completed  Mission 
Quest  ^els  eighfo  to  twel^ 


BAPTISTS 


Ken  Regan,  EC.  &  Gladys  Gardner 


Sam  Hughes  and  J.  Nonnie  Jefooat 


Ihlmage  Smitti,  W.J.  Hughes,  J.B.  Betts, 
James  Walters,  and  Edgar  E  Wright 


Acteeru  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


•  SIGN  UP  NOW  • 

Ministbs  State  Championship  2-Man  Scramble 
OCTOBB1 11-12^  2004 
Lake  Caroune  Golf  Course  •  Madison,  MS 
To  Registb(Call 
Jimmy  Portbi 

1(800)748-1651  ext.  329  or  (601)292-3329 


Mission  IHp  Participants  of  First  Church,  Mathlston 


Husytown,  Alabama 

Invites  Tour  Indication  Interest  In 

$1,500,000 

First  M(»tg8ge  Bonds 

6^  _  ^  .  Issns  Date:  9/3(V2004 

tatSTMt  Rates  Range 

•  /O  3.30Hto6.8SH 

iMue  Date  md  Rates  Antidpaled 

Boad  Maturity  Raaga  6  moetfn  to  2S  yoais.  Bonds  are  availabla  in 
nnli^eaafSZSO.  TbeaabcaidB  nay  be  placed  la  aelf-directed 


Largs  Salacdon  •  New  A  Pre-Owned 
Tbemendons  Savings  •  Immediate  Delivery 

Check  oat  the  Clnirch  Bus  Seettoa  on  our  web  aite! 

vvywv.busgroup.com 

Georg^  Louisiana  MissisaippI 

866.287.4768  866.726.5142  800.423.8826 


1430  Ldia  Drive 
Jackaoa.  MS  39316 
601-94S4S00 


TomD&M 

(a0^749-i877 


* 

Homecomings  &  Revivals 


Grays  Creek,  Hernando: 
Homecoming  October  3;  begin¬ 
ning  at  10  a.m.  with  am  old 
fasmon  dinner-on-the  grounds; 
David  Johns,  instrumental  and 
vocal  performance,  following. 

Minter  City,  Minter  City: 
50th  Homecoming  October  3; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will  be 
served;  music  will  follow;  Bob 
O'Neal,  preaching;  The 
Promis^  Quartet,  performing. 

North  Carrollton,  North 
Carrollton:  Revival  October  3-6; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  follow¬ 
ing,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon 
with  luncn  and  7  p.m.;  Hauxild 
Danley,  evangelist;  visitors  are 
welcome;  Jeff  Myers,  pastor. 

Holly  Springs,  Foxworth: 
Homecoming  October  10; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11;  dinner  on  the  grounds; 
afternoon  singing  following; 
Dee  DeBold,  Monticello,  guest 
^eaker;  Midnight  Cry, 
Brookhaven,  singing. 

Macedonia,  Brookhaven: 
Homecoming  October  3; 
Sunday  School,  9:15  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  l0:30  a.m.;  covered  dish 
luncheon  following;  Calvin 
Phelps,  guest  pastor. 

Cairo,  Ecru:  Revival  October 
3-6;  Campers  On  Mission  con¬ 
ducting  me  services;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  5  p.m.  wi^  fellowship 
meal  following;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
pjn.;  W.G.  "BilT  Dowdy,  pastor. 

Lucien,  Lucien:  Revival 
October  17-20;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.;  nightly  at  7  p.m.;  Wayne 
Moak,  preaching;  Jerry 
Peagler,  music  director. 

Mt.  Zion,  Eupora:  125th 
Anniversary  October  10;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.;  a  fellowship 
meal  will  follow;  song  service, 
1:30  p.m.;  all  are  welcome. 


First,  Isola:  Centeimial 
October  3;  worship,  10:30  a.m.; 
lunch  will  be  served;  afternoon 
service  will  follow;  Bob 
Maddux,  former  pastor, 
preaching;  Adrian  Crawford 
McKinley,  former  music  minis¬ 
ter,  directing  music;  Marsha 
DePriest,  former  music  minis¬ 
ter  and  pianist,  playing. 

Tishomingo  Qu^l,  Alcorn 
County:  Revival  October  3-6; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Kenny  Digby/ 
preaching;  Lyrm  Prather,  pastor. 


Crooked  Creek,  Silver  Creek: 
Revival  October  10-15;  Sunday, 
10  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  and  a  covered 
dish  lunch  will  lx  served:  Mon.- 
Fri.,  a  covered  dish  meal  will  be 
served  at  6  p.m.,  cind  7  p.m.; 
Larry  Romack,  preaching;  Nlike 
Britt,  music. 


Providence,  Hattiesburg: 
Homecoming  October  3;  wor¬ 
ship,  10  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 
grounds  will  follow. 

West  McComb,  McComb:, 
50th  Anniversary  November 
14;  Sunday  School,  9:^5  a.m.; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  will 
be  served  at  noon. 

Temple,  Moss  Point: 
Revival  October  3-6;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  dinner  on  the  grounds  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  James  Messer,  evange¬ 
list;  Ronnie  Cottingham,  music; 
nursery  provided. 

McClellan  Road,  Biloxi: 
Homecoming  October  3;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  at  noon; 
singing  1  p.m.;  Breaux  Tageant, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker; 
Railroad  Creek  and  the  Victory 
Singers,  sin^g  all  are  invitea; 
Kenna  Byrd,  pastor;  for  more 
information,  call  (228)  497-3850. 

WWW.MBCB.ORG 


Highland,  Vicksburg:  50th 
Anniversary  October  2-3;  Sat., 
fish  fry  at  5  p.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon  will  be 
served;  James  Messer  and  Len 
Turner,  former  pastors,  leading 
worship;  Brian  Ivey,  pastor. 

Myrick,  Laurel:  Revival 
October  3-6;  Sunday,  10:15 
a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gene  Doujglas, 
evangelist;  Tim  Nelson, 
music;  Jackie  Spell,  pastor. 

New  Goodhope,  Pulaski: 
Homecoming  October  10;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  will  fol¬ 
low;  John  Clifton  Purvis,  pas¬ 
tor,  speaking;  Curtis  and 
LaNita  Rolana,  music. 

Sunrise,  Leake  County: 
Revival  October  10-13;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mom- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jerry  Lundy, 
evangelist;  David  Addy,  pastor. 

Kreole,  Moss  Point:  Revival 
October  3-7;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.. 


dinner  on  the  grounds  follow¬ 
ing,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7 
p.m.;  Terry  Long  Lily  Orchard, 
Moss  Point,  revival  leader;  Eton 
Womble,  pastor;  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (228)  475-1306. 

New  Hope,  Walnut  Grove: 
Homecoming  and  Revival 
October  10-13;  Sunday,  10  a.m., 
dinner  on  the  grounds  follow¬ 
ing  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Steve  Moore  and  Mark 
Mayo,  guest  speakers. 

Harrisville,  Harrisville: 
Homecoming  October  10;  wor¬ 
ship,  10  a.m.;  dinner,  11:30  a.m.; 
singing  12:30  p.m.;  ;  Dennis 
Allen,  Baker,  La.,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  Raymond  Ball,  Ridg^and, 

fuest  singer;  Eletty  Sapp, 
lorence,  guest  pianist. 

Mt  Pisgah,  Enid: 
Homecoming  October  10;  music, 
10:30  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  din¬ 
ner  at  noon;  music,  1:30  p.m.; 
Second  Chance,  Holcomb, 
music;  Johnny  Spencer,  speaking 
Marty  Evans,  Jt^,  pastor. 


Coi  i.ECiE  «&  Seminary  News 


William  Carey  College  in 
cooperation  with  Soutneast 
Mississippi  Resource 

Conservation  and 

Development  Council,  Inc.  and 
Mississippi  Department  of 
Envirorunental  Quality  will 
host  an  Environmental 
Education  Curriculum 

Workshop  October  14,  Thomas 
Business  Building,  Kresge 
Room,  Hattiesburg  campus, 
from  9:30  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 

Registration  begins  at  9  a.m. 
For  reservations,  coritact  (601) 
^8-6140  e-mail  junehoms- 
by®wmcarey.edu  by  October  7. 

David  Wharton,  director  of 
documentary  projects  for  the 
Center  for  the  Study  of 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  fof  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.chfistumef-ins.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
condos,  www.gulf5horescondos.cofn.  All 
sizes.  Fall  special,  2  night  weekend,  $ 
130.(X).  Four  weeknights,#*!  180.00. 
Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  good  9/7 
thru  1(V31.Call  (205)  556-0368. 


Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymrtals.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 
Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. _ 

STAiNEh  Glassworks,  in£.,  serv- 

ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Cad  (800) 
605-2970. 


Christian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  & 
Rita  Sebren,  owners. 

HElDELBErC - STAINED  CtASS; 

Meridian.  Desgin,  fabrication,  repair. 
Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 


call  (800)  368-2705.  _ 


CATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  bath, 
full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  parkway, 
$  65/nite.  Call  for  information  at  (251) 
666-21 75,  cell  phone  (251 )  689-9982  or 

pdiwCwofldnet.att.net. _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Call  toll-free  today  (877) 
232-0686.  We  can  Helpl  Major  Medical 
FHospital  &  surgical  plan.  Doctors  office 
visits,  prescription  drugs,  life,  dental, 
medicare  supplement,  low  rates.  Have 
current  Health  problems?  We  can  Helpl 

E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. _ 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO, 
walk-ln,  smoke-free,  no  pets.  Two  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer. 
Scenic  view,  call  (662)  746-6702.  Please 
call  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays. 
HISPANK^  MISSION  IN  PONTOTO<;  is 
in  need  of  some  church  pews.  Please  call 
(662)  489-1200. _ 


Christian  long  dIsUnce  company. 
3.9/minute,  no  monthly  fees.  No  codes  or 
restrictions,  6  secorxl  billirtg.  250,(X)0 
happy  customers.  Toll-free  (866)  587-8346 


Of  www.covenantptwneservice.com. 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbu^dackson,  (877)  477-1 899. 

A  CROWING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
Church  with  blended  worship  in 
Northeast  Alabama  seeks  minister  of 
music  and  education.  Duties  to  irKlude 
leading  worship,  adult  and  children's 
choirs,  and  oversight  of  adult  and 
preschool  education.  White  Springs 
Baptist  Church,  4411  Rainbow  Drive, 
Rainbow  City,  AL  35906.  Fax  resumes  to 
256-442-2771  or  email  to  white- 

springsObellsouth.net _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS,  THE  SHaBY 
Baptist  Association,  Memphis,  Tennessee 
is  prayerfully  accepting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  missiom.  To  lead 
an  association  of  approximately  140 
churches,  missions,  and  preaching  points. 
Send  resumes  to  Wade  Taykx,  c/o 
Kensington  Baptist  Church,  4945 
Winchester  Road,  Memphis,  TN  381 1 8. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
MIm.,  phone  (601)  776-66J7. 


September  30,2004- 


Southem  Culture  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi, 
unveiled  his  collection  of  black 
and  white  photOCTaphs  entitled 
Blue  Mountiun  —  A 
Community  Portrait  on 
September  17.  The  40  picture 
exhibit  is  on  diwlay  at  BMC's 
Paschal  Student  Unicm  Building 
through  October  7.  For  more 
information  about  the  exhibit, 
call  (662)  685-4771  (ext,  118). 

The  \^^lliam  Carey  College 
FCA  will  hold  die  Second 
Annual  5k  Catdi  Me  If  You  Can 
Run/Walk  October  2  at  8  ajn., 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The  race  is 
sponsored  the  Partnerslup  for 
a  Heait^  Mississippi  on 
Carnpus.  Registration  forms  are 
available  at  www.pinebeltpac- 
ers.org.  Race  day  registratifm 
bM^ins  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the 
M^ons  Plaza.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  caU  (601)  318-6350  or 
(601)31B6444. 


THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 
has  an  immediate  opening  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  child  care  worker  ^ich  is  avail¬ 
able  for  a  single  person  or  to  a  married 
couple.  Go^  salary  and  benefits. 
Please  call  'SOI -922-2242  or  go  to 
www.bapti5tchildrensvillaRe.com. 

N  SntEf  lAi^  CHUi^, 

Goodman,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  A  traditforul  SBC,  reside 
membership  95.  Send  resumes  or  contact 
to  Main  Street  Baptist  fhurch,  pastor 
search  committee,  BUly  May,  diainnan, 
P.O,  Box  206,  Goodman,  MS  39079. 


r  I  |I|  I  I  il !  II  I  I 


Grandview  Baptist  Church,  900  South 
Pearson  Rd.,  Pearl,  Miss.  39208. 
Wednesdays  7:30  -  8:30  pm  and 
Sundays  10:30  am  •  1 1 :30  am  and  6:30 
pm.  $100  per  week.  Please  contact  Mike 
Hennington  at  (601)  624-9389  or  call 
the  church  office  at  (601 )  939-421 5. 


Thb  Bapist  Rbcord 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
F^agoula,  Miu.,  is  accepting  resumes 
for  a  full-time  minister  at  music  and 
youth.  Must  be  wHIing  to  work  in  both 
areas  of  ministry  and  be  able  to  work 
with  choirs.  Resumes  can  be  sent  to 
P.O.  Box  2278,  Ftecagoula,  MS  39569. 
Or  can  be  emailed  to 
pastorJohnny#bellsouth.net.  Anyone 
with  questions  call  (228)  762-1338. 

Tl«  Mississim  EQFTiiT 

FOUNDATION  is  seeking  qualified 
applicants  for  an  accounting  position(s). 
Accounting  degree  and  trust  accounting 
experience  p^erred.  Please  seitd 
resume,  complete  with  references, 
salary  history,  and  pastor's  recommen-l 
dation,  to:  MBF  personnel  adminfstra-j 
tion,  Pott  Office  530,  jackton,  MSI 
39025.  Please  visit  our  web  the  at| 
www.msbaptistfoundation^wg  for  more 
information  about  the  Foundation. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  corresponderKe  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  persona!  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  die 
editor  do  not  hecessarUy  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


AN?4IVERSAKY  PLANNED 


Editor 

First  Church  of  West  Point 
will  be  celebrating  its  150- 
year  anniversary  next  June. 
We  plan  to  have  a  Pastors' 
Photo  Gallery  as  part  of  diis. 
If  you  are  a  former  pastor  or 
family  member,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  church  at  P.O.  Box 
794,  West  Point,  MS  39773. 
Telephone:  (662)  494-4213. 
Web  site:  www.fbovp.com. 
Louise  H.  Hill 
West  Point 


STUDENTS  SOUGHT 


Editor. 

Are  there  students  from 
your  state  who  will  be 
eiuolling  in  one  of  the  many 
universities  in  New  Eneland 
(Connecticut,  Maine,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont)? 
The  Baptist  Convention  of 
New  England  serves  these  six 
states  and  has  ministry  on 
many  of  the  campuses.  We 
would  also  like  to  make  avail¬ 
able  a  list  of  area  churches. 

On  most  campuses  we  do 
not  have  access  to  a  religious 
preference  list  and  therefore 
we  have  no  way  of  knowing 
Southern  Baptist  students 
enrolled.  We  needs  persons  in 
the  churches  of  your  state  to 
help  us  contact  them.  If  any  of 
your  readers  have  family, 
mends,  or  fellow  church 
members  who  are  coming  to 
college  in  New  England,  we 
wouM  like  to  know  who  they 
are  and  how  to  contact  them. 
Please  send  information  to: 


Collegiate  Ministries 
Bap&t  Convention 
of  New  England 
87  Lincoln  Street 
Nordiborough,  MA  01532 
(50B)m^l3 
jrrfmdnuiOaolxom 


We  will  ensure  that  some¬ 
one  is  in  touch  with  them 
immediately.  Thank  vou,  and 
remember  to  pray  for  colle¬ 
giate  ministries  in  this  area. 
John  Ramirez 
[>ir.  of  College  Ministry 
Nordiborou^,  MA 


AFA:  SBC  FRIEND 


cism  from  AFA,  which  is  an 
mdeperulent  Christian  orga¬ 
nization,  aiui  its  affiliates.' 

When  shown  the  article,  I 
was  at  a  loss  to  recall  any  time 
the  AFA  had  criticized  the  SBC. 
Finally,  I  learned  what  was  ref¬ 
erenced.  Some  years  ago  the 
First  Baptist  Churcn  of 
Gul^rt  sold  some  property  to 
a  casino.  The  manager  of  our 
radio  station  in  Gul^ort, 
sf>eaking  for  himself  and  not 
for  AFA,  was  critical  of  the  sale. 

Let  me  say  that  AFA  did 
not  criticize  the  sale  of  the 
church  property.  I  can't 
remember  a  single  time  AFA 
has  ever  criticized  the  SBC.  I 
know  that  many,  many  times 
AFA  has  prais^  the  SBC.  In 
fact,  I  have  said  often  and  in 
public  that  the  SBC  has  led 
the  way  in  dealing  with  the 
moral  issues  of  tod^. 

One  other  thing.  The  article 
carried  by  Agape  Press  was 
taken  verbatim  from 
Associated  Press  and  identi¬ 
fied  as  being  from  Associated 
Press.  AFA  did  not  say  a  sin¬ 
gle  word  about  the  AB  or  SBC. 

Don  Wildmon,  chairman 

American  Family  Assoc. 

Tupelo 


doctrines  and  beliefs  by 
many,  as  evidenced  by  those 
who  have  left.  Many  do  not 
understand  nor  will  accept 
our  opposition  to  adultery, 
abortion,  same  sex  marriage, 
gambling,  women  pastors 
and  deacons,  alcohol,  drugs, 
premarital  sex,  pornography, 
and  divorce,  to  name  a  few. 

Can  we  compromise  on  the 
biblical  truth  that  we  as 
Southern  Baptists  have  histor¬ 
ically  held  to  be  the  very 
Word  of  God?  In  my  opinion 
to  take  this  route  for  the  sake 
of  big  numbers  or  for  any 
other  reason,  is  a  sure  and  cer¬ 
tain  road  to  disaster  and  the 
end  of  Southern  Baptists  as 
we  have  always  known  them. 

Haskel  Stringer 

Bay  Springs 


CLINTON  ATTACKED 


JUST  SAY  NO! 


Editor 

Carnival  Cruise  Lines 
should  advertise  on  their  web 
site  the  dates  for  the  "Gay 
Cruise,"  even  if  they  say  only 
ten  percent  of  the  cruise  is 
booked  by  homosexuals.  What 
about  families,  Christian  or 
not,  who  are  around  pool 
areas,  etc.,  and  are  subjected  to 
behavior  that  is  common  with 
homosexuals? 

We  as  Christians  sit  back  in 
church  and  are  brainwashed 
to  tolerate  this  behavior  and 
many  other  issues.  When 
Jesus  overturned  the  tables  in 
the  Temple,  was  he  being  tol¬ 
erant?  No! 

We  as  believers  need  to 
stand  up  and  say  "No!"  to 
any  monies  supporting 
homosexual  activities  —  even 
401  (K)  accounts. 

Clyde  EUzey 

Bynalia 


CLOUD  OF  PESSIMISM 


Editor: 

I  see  where  you  have  again 
attacked  Bill  Clinton.  You 
called  him  a  serial  adulterer 
and  liar  in  The  Baptist  Record 
as  well  as  other  things  you 
said  about  him.  This  is  one  of 
the  many  attacks  you  have 
made  about  him  and  the 
Democratic  Party  in  The 
Baptist  Record  over  the  years 
since  you  have  been  the  editor, 
I  did  not  know  a  Baptist  paper 
owned  by  the  people  was  to  be 
used  to  promote  your  political 
party  and  views. 

SuKe  you  called  him  a  serial 
adulterer,  I  wonder  what  you 
call  the  people  in  Southern 
Baptist  churches  who  are  living 
in  adultery.  I'm  talking  about 
those  in  our  churches  who  have 
two  or  three  living  husbands  or 
wives.  Many  of  these  people  are 
in  leadership  roles.  You  also 
called  BUI  Clinton  a  liar.  We  now 
have  a  liar  caUed  Bush  living  in 
The  White  House.  He  lied  to  the 
American  people  so  he  could  get 
us  in  a  war  of  his  choice.  We  now 
know  it  was  aU  based  on  lies. 

You  probably  did  not  know 
any  woman  who  uses  birth 
control  pills  is  using  a  form  of 
abortion.  1  could  tell  you  many 
more  things.  1  have  voted 
Democratic  many  years  before 
you  were  probably  bom.  The 
values  question  is  in  the  eyes 
of  the  beholder.  To  your  sur¬ 
prise,  1  am  a  Christian. 

O.  Richardson 

Winona 


Editor. 

Recently  The  Baptist 
Record  ran  an  article  concern¬ 
ing  American  Family 
Association  (AFA)  whicn 
appeared  in  A^pe  Press,  the 

?rmt  division  of  AFA  News. 

he  article  concerned  an 
investment  in  Carnival  Cruise 
Lines  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  AnnuiW 
Board  (AB).  The  BP  article 
said,  "llte  concerns  (about 
the  investment)  arose  after 
AFA  recently  tued  its  Aupe 
Press  news  service  and  its 
American  Family  Radio  net¬ 
work  to  spotlignt  AB  hold¬ 
ings  in  CamivaiCruise  Lines. 
Southern  Baptists  have  some¬ 
times  been  ^  object  of  criti- 


Editor. 

1  am  not  a  pessimist  by 
nature,  but  a  dark  cloud  of 
pessimism  concerning  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  its  future  has  of  late  per¬ 
meated  my  thoughts.  1  am 
fearful  that  we  have  reached 
our  apex  and  a  downward 
movement  has  already  begun. 

We  see  this  occurring  as 
large  groups  of  Southern 
Baptists  have  withdrawn 
from  our  convention.  We 
have  also  recently  withdrawn 
from  another  group.  Growth 
is  reported  as  stagnant. 

There  is  a  difference  in  the¬ 
ology  and  never  the  twain 
shall  meet.  Our  denomination 
is  considered  too  strict  in  our 


SEARCH  FOR  GOD 


synthesizers,  no  acoustics, 
nothing  complex,  no  licenses, 
no  permits,  no  additional  aids 
are  required  —  just  a  hunger 
for  God. 

It  is  surprising  to  some,  but 
many  have  found  Him  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  any  physical 
apparatus.  Jehovah  God  has 
been  found  by  some  who 
were  alone  in  a  notel  room,  on 
the  banks  of  a  river,  in  a  fox¬ 
hole,  an  empty  house,  alone 
with  a  weapon  of  destruction, 
in  a  busy  snopping  mall,  and 
believe  it  or  not  in  a  church 
building. 

On  the  journey  through  the 
Bible  seeking  to  satisfy  indi¬ 
vidual  hunger,  you  may  have 
the  opportunity  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  from  any  areas  like  the 
woman  from  Endor, 
Demetrius  the  silversmith, 
Simon  of  Samaria,  Mary 
Magdalene,  the  blind  man, 
the  woman  at  Jacob's  Well, 
and  many  others  who  were 
hungry  and  were  fed  the 
bread  of  life  as  well  as  by  liv¬ 
ing  water.  Some  did  eat  and 
some  did  not.  It  is  not  that  we 
can't  find  Jehovah  God;  it  is 
that  we  st^  searching. 

Charlie  Emerson 

Ocean  Springs 


TRAGEDY,  OR  COMEDY? 


Editor: 

If  one  is  hungry  for 
Jehovah  God,  one  only  has  to 
look  for  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 
He  is  not  that  difficult  to  find! 
Jesus  Christ  can  be  found 
throughout  the  66  books  that 
are  contained  within  one  cov¬ 
ering.  Those  who  have 
searched  for  God  Jehovah  and 
found  Him  within  these 
pages  call  it  the  Bible. 

Not  only  is  God  Jehovah 
there,  but  also  one  can  learn 
about  the  beginning  and 
hunger  as  well  as  the  end  of 
hunger.  No  special  effects,  no 


Editor: 

Tragedy  and  comedy  are 
the  two  extremes  in  the 
human  emotional  experience. 
If  it  were  not  so  tragic,  the 
confusion  surrounding  homo¬ 
sexual  marriage  would  be 
comical.  To  define  the  union 
of  same  gender  couples  as 
traditional  matrimony  is  so 
ridiculous  as  to  laughable. 
Surely  God  must  hold  tnem  in 
derision  (Psalm  2:4). 

However,  we  must  look  at 
this  in  its  true  light  which  is, 
of  course,  just  another  of 
Satan's  strategies  to  draw  our 
attention  away  from  our  main 
course.  Winning  others  to 
Christ  and  teaching  them  the 
truths  necessary  for  their 
spiritual  growth  and  service 
is  the  purpose  of  the  church. 

As  much  as  we  would  like 
to  subdue  evil  in  the  world, 
that  is  not  our  mission.  When 
hearts  are  changed,  society 
will  be  influenced  in  a  godly 
manner.  For  hearts  to  be 
changed,  Christ  must  be 
introduced  and  received  in 
the  hearts  of  unbelievers. 

Let  us  not  lose  our  direc¬ 
tion  by  yielding  to  Satan's 
ploy.  Only  as  we  steadfastly 
focus  on  spreading  the 
Gospel  and  bringing  others  to 
Christ  can  we  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission  entrusted  to  us. 

Scripture  tells  us  that  God 
has  given  these  people  over  to 
a  reprobate  mind  to  do  those 
things  who  are  not  conve¬ 
nient  (Romans  1:28).  Only  He 
can  call  them  to  repentance. 

As  we  pray,  let  us  remem¬ 
ber  even  tnese  who  have  gone 
so  far  astray  and  seek  meir 
redemption. 

Martha  L.  Carpenter 

Memphis 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Showing  Love 

Luke  7:36-50 


Geneva  England 


Without  Christ  indwelling  our 
souls,  we  carry  the  depraved 
Adamic  sin  nature.  Yetwnenwe 
accept  Christ  by  faitt\,  we  are 
bom  again  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  wAjecome  new  creatures  in 
Christ  Jesus.  We  henceforth  expe¬ 
rience  an  inner  change  diat  moti¬ 
vates  us  to  pattern  our  lives  cifter 
die  loving,  sinless  life  of  Christ. 
We  grieve  over  our  sinfulness 
and  desire  to  cor\form  our 
lifestyles  to  that  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Two  stories  from  Luke 
provide  us  with  examples  of  love 
and  gratitude  in  action. 

I.  Love  Expressed  (Luke  7:36- 
38) 

When  a  sinful  woman  from 


Christ's  feet  with  pre¬ 
cious  perfume,  weep 
over  her  sinful  condition, 
kiss  His  feet,  and  wipe 
them  with  her  hair.  ^  England 

did  dtis  not  once,  but  many  times  Siir 
while  He  inclined  at  table  law 
with  His  feet  extended  away  vat 
from  d>e  table.  The  sinful  woman  sd< 
humbly  ministered  to  Jesus  Dd 
through  the  lowliest  of  tasks —  self 
washing  Hfe  feet.  [Theologiai\s  des 
diffe  on  whedier  d\fe  is  d\e  same  dst 
woman  as  in  Matt.  26:6-13;  Mark  vat 
14:3-9,  and  John  12:1-8.]  wdi 

Fuller,  by  "anointing"  (v.  ver 
38)  Jesus'  feet,  the  woman  was  Phi 
engaging  in  an  Old  Test£unent 
practice,  meaning  "to  set  III 
apart."  In  those  times,  priests  7:4 
and  kinjgs  were  ceremonially 
anointed  as  a  sign  of  their  offi-  wc 


II.  Love  Contrasted 
(Luke  7:39-46) 

In  contrast,  Simon,  the 
Pharisee  hosting  le^  for 
dinner,  had  an  oUigation 
by  Jewish  custom  to  wash 
die  feet  of  all  of  his  gue^ 
but  pride  preventra  him 
feom  fulfilling  diis 
respcmsibility  to  Jesus. 

.  Nor  did  he  recognize  diat 
Jesus  could  forgive  sins. 
Sinnon's  Pharisaical  sect  bdieved 
law  ke»ing  was  necessary  for  sal¬ 
vation,  having  "rejected  the  coun- 
sdofCkxl  ...being  not  b£g>tized  by 
Dohn]"(v.  30).  Largdy,  th^  were  so 
seJf-ri^teous  that  th^  tended  to 
demise  and  cotKkmn  everyone 
dse  as  sinners,  rKit  worthy  of  sal¬ 
vation.  Then^  we  uxvkrstand 
why  this  siriful  vvoman  was  acting 
very  boldly  to  intrude  into  diis 
Pharisee's  house. 


the  Capernaum  area  entered  the  cial  position.  Hence,  the  anoint- 
house  of  a  self-righteous  Phcirisee  ing  of  Jesus'  feet  symbolized 
in  order  to  display  her  deep  love  that  He  was  being  "Wt  apart": 
for  Jesus  Christ,  she  took  a  bold  He  possesses  Goas  power  and 
risk.  But  her  love  for  Christ  pro-  embodies  both  king  and  priest, 
pelled  her  actions  to  enter,  anoint 


Explore  the  Bible 

Follow  Jesus 

Luke  5:1-39 


James  Walters 


crowd  near  die  Sea  of 
Galilee  cm  one  exxasiem. 

We  can  be  grateful  that  God  The  crowd  had  grown 
acewts  us  just  as  we  are.  No  so  large  He  was  having  ^  . 
doubt  He  will  cleanse  us  and  trouble  addressing  titem 
transform  us,  mak^  us  better  all.  Jesus  stepped  into  Peter's 
than  we  ever  could  oe  cm  our  boat  and  was  rowed  a  few  yards 
own.  Many  of  us  come  from  from  die  shore.  Christ  continued 
backgrounds  we  are  delighted  to  speaking  to  die  pe^le  from  the 
be  free  of.  We  would  never  go  bloat.  On  that  exxasiem  Jesus  was 
back.  Do  we  need  reminding  diat  aincmg  people  Ffc  sexi^  had 
there  is  yet  a  world  of  Icjst  people  written  off.  He  built  relaticmsh^is 
living  as  virtual  outcasts  like  our-  with  those  who  were  not 
selves  emee?  Not  a  single  persem  believed  would  amount  to  much, 
may  be  representing  God  to  Where  would  Gcxi  go  texlay  if 
them.  Mayoe  nobody  wants  He  came  to  Earth  to  ^leak  to  us? 
diem.  Pahaps  dieir  occupatiem  is  Would  He  stand  in  our  State 
dishmorable,  or  they  five  cm  the  Legislature  in  Jackson  and 
wrong  side  of  die  tracks.  I  was  address  us?  Would  He  appear 


set  III.  Love  Commended  (Luke 
5ts  7:47-50) 

lly  EX)  not  cemfuse  this  immoral 
rfi-  woman's  cemtrite  and  loving 
nt-  actiems  as  the  price  she  paid  fewr 
ed  salvation.  No!  Verses  4/  and  49 
t":  clearly  affirm  other  Bible  verses — 
nd  that  Christ  forgives  sins  based  on 
St.  feith,  not  based  on  works  (E^ 
2:8-9).  We  learn  ftom  her  acticm 

Jesus  said  relatively 
nodimg  to  die  audiorities 
or  die  pc^tical  establish¬ 
ment.  He  never  told 
Pilate  "Follow  me."  He 
didn't  intentionally  go  to 
die  High  Priests  and 
invite  them  to  be  His  dis¬ 
ciple.  He  would  not 
have  hindered  any  fiom 
^  ,  following  him,  ana  a  few 

Walters  did,  yet  Ms  energies  were 
r's  spent  among  the  lowly. 


wrong  side  or  ttie  trades,  i  was 
once  m  that  nundier,  and  per¬ 
haps,  we  all  were.  Christ  has 
given  His  example  to  follow  to 
reach  everyone,  and  to  invite  aU 
to  follow  Him. 

Going  where  Jesus  goes  (Luke 
5:1-3) 

Jesus  was  speaking  to  a 


before  Congress  in  Washuigfen 
and  ^)eak  to  us  from  there,  cv 
peihaps  before  die  Gei^al 
Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
in  New  York?  What  an  audience 
He  would  have  if  He  choM  any 
of  diose  groups.  Surely  this  sort 
of  (juestiem  was  pondered  two 
thousand  years  ag^. 


Doing  what  Jesus  says  (Luke 
5:4-11) 

Peter  and  his  fellow  fishermen 
were  told  to  go  back  into  the  sea 
and  let  dovm  their  nets.  Perhaps 
we  can  sense  die  hesitan^  m 
Peter's  voice  when  he  tedd  Jesus 
diey  had  been  fishing  all  night 
wim  no  results.  The  fishermen 
caught  so  many  fish  on  their 
return  tiro,  howev^,  dieir  nets 
broke  and  their  sh^is  were  neai^ 
ly  sinking  frexn  the  abundance  of 
tneir  ca^  Had  they  followed 
their  own  intuition  me  miracle 
would  not  have  occurred. 
"Follow  me,"  Jesus  demanded. 
From  diat  moment  on  die  fisher¬ 
men  became  fishers  of  men. 

Levi  was  a  tax  fermer.  He 
had  bid  the  highest  amount  in 


diat  Christ  is  pleased  widi  our 
expressions  of  love  to  Him. 

How  may  we  show  our  love 
for  Christ  more  boldly?  RrsLlet's 
review  one  of  the  Sble's  love 
chapters:  John  14.  Verses  15,  21, 
ancl  2i  e)qf>lain  that  the  person 
loves  Gcxl  will  ke^  His 
ccxnmandments.  This  is  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  first  four  of  die 
Ten  (Commandments.  Jesus  com¬ 
mands  us  to  love  God  complete¬ 
ly — heart,  souL  strengdi,  and 
mind— ancl,  secondly,  to  love  our 
rieighbcxs  as  CRirsdves  (Lk.  1(>.27). 

^  know  die  Lord  better,  to 
love  Him  ccunpletely,  utteriy,  we 
must  hold  bac^  nodiing  of  cam 
selves.  We  should  examine  ocm 
sdves  daily  to  determine  if  we 
are  demonstrating  the  Christian 
love  that  separates  befieveis  fixxn 
die  lustfuL  self-serving  world — 
die  one  championecT  through 
most  of  the  mema. 

Another  point  in  diis  lesson 
text  is  that  Gcxl  uses  circum¬ 
stances  to  acccxnpfish  His  plan. 
T^  sinful  wconan  might  nave 
missed  the  opportuniW  to 
express  her  gratitude  anci  love 
had  not  Chtw  been  invited  to 
dine  with  this  particular 
Pharisee.  She,  no  doubt,  had 
heard  the  news  of  Jesus'  visit 

tax  revenue  and  was  awarded 
the  contract  for  that  district. 
Rome  was  only  concerned  Levi 
meet  his  bid.  However  great  a 
percentage  more  he  ceweeted 
was  of  no  concern  to  Rome. 
They  simply  looked  the  odier 
way.  Tax  farmers  always  gatii- 
ered  more  dian  their  bia. 

Snee  Levi  was  a  Jew,  he  was 
hated.  His  profe^cxi  was 
en^iged  in  legalized  extortion 
fecun  his  own  pec^le.  Widiout 
much  introduction  to  His 
encounter  Jesu$  saw  Levi  and 
•  told  him  to  fcdlow  Him  Levi  left 
his  hi^  payingjob  and  became  a 
disc^e.  Widi  Levi  and  die  fish¬ 
ermen  disciples  diere  was  a  com¬ 
mitted  step  forward  into  the  pim 
poses  of  Ck)d.  The  first  step 
toward  keeping  a  cemmitment  to 
Christ  is  always  to  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  (Craist 

Accept  those  Jesus  accepts 
(Luke  5:29-3) 

Levi  threw  a  par^  for  Jesus, 
and  invited  all  his  mends.  His 
frimds  were  tax  farmers  too. 
Jesus  went  to  Levi's  banquet 
Christ's  critics  feulted  Him  with 
essentially  approving  Levi's  way 
erf  fife.  "S^  people  need  a  plwa- 
dan,*  Jesus  answered,  "I've 


with  Simon  because  Jesus  had 
already  healed  many  and  even 
raised  the  dead  son  or  the  widow 
in  diat  area.  Thus,  she 
unashamedly  toerfe  a  bold  step. 

Furthermore,  Jesus  taught 
Simon  a  lesson  dirough  a  para¬ 
ble  about  a  moneyl^der  and 
two  borrowers.  One  owed  200 
denari  [approximately  2(X) 
days'  wages];  the  other  owed 
appoximately  50  day's  wortii. 
Tne  moneylender  canceled 
both  debts.  Indeed,  both 
debtors  would  be  grateful  for 
the  forgiveness  of  meir  indebt¬ 
edness,  but  Christ's  question  to 
Simon  was  which  one  would 
love  the  lender  more. 

^mon,  being  astute  about 
money  matters,  rrofied  die  one 
with  die  largest  ciebt  Human 
nature  dictates  diat  answer, 
which  Jesus  acknowledged  as 
the  correct  one.  Then  He  applied 
the  principle  to  the  sinful  wexnan 
who  had  anointed  His  feet  She, 
too,  would  love  Him  more 
because  of  her  great  sinfulness. 
We  learn  from  diese  accounts 
that  Christ  is  pleased  when  we 
express  our  deq)  love  for  Him. 

England  is  a  member  cf  First 
Churai,  Grenada. 

(xxne  to  call  the  sinful  to  repen¬ 
tance,  not  the  rigjiteous. 

Has  anyone  not  noticed  that  in 
relfef  efic^  abroad  hungry  peo¬ 
ple  don't  complain  alrout  die 
menu?  Full  petite  are  picky, 
dioosey.  "Not  eriough  salt!  Too 
mudi  pepper!"  Hungry  people 
have  api^tes  and  are  usuwy 
firateful  for  the  dianoe  to  eat 
Qirist  came  to  feed  the  hungry. 
Those  without  app^tes 
invtrfved  diemsdves  in  entidsm 
of  the  diet  Hungry  fishermen 
and  tax  collectors  sat  at  Jesus' 
table,  and  ermyed  die  meal 
Outsiders,  wno  didn't  want 
Jesus'  food  anyway,  were  bodi- 
eied  by  ^lo  sat  at  the  table. 

The  story  is  told  of  a  turn  of 
die  Twentim  Century  evangdist 
whose  somewhat  unorthodox 
metoods  of  evangelism  were 
drawing  fire.  The  oty's  massive 
population  was  gdng  unreached 
oy  ordiodox  medK^  Churdi 
attendance  was  dropping.  "We 
don't  like  your  way  of  reaching 
pecrole,"  some  up^  ministers 
tcMhim.  The  re^onse  was  clas¬ 
sic.  "I  prefer  my  way  of  doing  it 
to  your  way  of  not  doing  it" 

Walters  is  member  of  Temple 
Churdi,  Hattiesburg. 


m. 


Messenger 
cards  ready 
for  mailout 

Messenger  cards  for  the 
169th  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
(MBC)  on  O^ber  26-27  at 
First  Church,  jackson,  will  be 
mailed  directly  to  churches 
during  the  week  of  October 
11.  Each  church  will  receive 
the  number  of  cards  for  which 
they  are  eligible  according  to 
the  guidelines  of  the  MBC 
Constitution,  which  states: 

Each  church  in  friendly 
cooperation  with  the 
Mississippi  Baf^^Convention 
and  having*  etmtti bated  to 
world  missions  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  during 
the  preceding  convention  year 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  mes¬ 
sengers  for  the  first  one  hun¬ 
dred  members  of  its  member¬ 
ship  or  fraction  thereof. 

One  additional  messenger 
from  each  church  shall  be 
allowed  for  each  additional 
one  hundred  members,  or 
major  fraction  thereof,  but  no 
church  shall  be  entitled  to 
more  than  ten  messengers. 

Membership  information  is 
based  on  the  2003  Annual 
Church  Profile.  For  more 
information,  contact  Brenda 
Box  in  the  Executive  Director's 
Office,  P.O.  Box  530,  jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone; 
(601)  292-3201  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  201.  E-mail: 
bbox@mbcb.org. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Chirtes  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2004 

HZXVAF  ND  XYCFQ  YCF 

ND  SZZJ,  JXY]  PJ  PQ  P 

NDQZAS:  XYCFAZ  NZ, 

YCF  QZZ;  SVC  Y  QOPGPJ 

XYJX  CVJ  SAZQX  YCF 

HVCZQ,  YQ  DZ  QZZ  NZ 

XYBZ. 

AKMZ  JTZCJD-SVKC: 
JXPCJD-CPCZ 

Clue;  5m  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and'error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  4:8 


. 

¥ 


Land:  marriage  is  'basic  building  block 


tain  marriage  in  our  nation  is  only 
between  one  man  and  one  woman.'' 

This  is  one  reason  why  this  election  is 
the  most  crucial  election  in  his  lifetime, 
Land  said,  and  that  is  the  reason  the 
ERLC  launched  the  iVoteValues.com 
voter  registration  and  aware- 

3  ness  effort  earlier  this  year. 

The  aim  of  the  iVoteV^ues 
initiative.  Land  explained,  is  to 
get  people  registered,  to  encour¬ 
age  them  to  TC  informed  about 
the  candidates  and  the  issues  and 
then  to  "vote  their  values,  their 
beliefs  and  their  convictions." 

You  can't  vote  if  you're  not  reg- 
stered.  Land  said.  'It  is  a  disgrace 
hat  some  30%  of  Southern  Baptists 
re  not  even  registered  to  vote." 

With  more  than  four  million 
isitors  to  the  two  iVoteValues 
'ebsites.  Land  said  the  initia- 
ve's  reach  has  been  extended 
irough  a  partnership  with  Focus 
1  the  Family  and  the  Family 
•search  Council. 

"We  have  seen  phenomenal 
suits  and  tremendous  receptivi- 
'  and  people  are  registering  to 
te.  Land  said,  reporting  a  tally 
at  least  15,000  people  on  the 
•b  and  at  the  locations  where  the 
)teValues.com  Mobile 

Drmation  Center  and  Registra- 
1  Rig  has  visited  on  its  cross- 
ntry  tour.  Land  added  that  tens 
thousands  of  voter  registration 
ns  have  been  distributed, 
mother  element  of  the  initiative,  a 
political  party  platform  comparison 
resource,  has  been  released.  The  eight-page, 
full<olor  mini-magazine  lavs  out  specific 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  "We  are  could  be  directiy  attributed  to  "compulsory, 
lock^  in  a  strug^  to  defend  the  bask  build-  hcxnosexual-friendly  sex  education." 
ing  block  of  soMty,"  Ediics  and  Religious  "It's  time  we  took  back  our  schools," 
liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  President  he  said  to  much  applause  from  the 
Rkhaid  Land  said  of  marriage  when  he  Executive  Committee  audience. 

addressed  d»e  Southern  Bimtist  Convention  ^ _ 

(S^  ^ecutive  Committee  Sept  21. 

"The  legalization  of  same-sex  'mar-  [ 
riages'  would  be  a  catastrophe  of  | 

ununaginable  proportions  for  America's  (  ****"•,* 

children,"  Land  warned,  recoimting  that  I  n 

the  battle  intensified  when  the  i 

Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  I 
legated  same-sex  marriage  in  that  state.  I 
The  illegitimacy  rate  in  some  I 
Scandinavian  countries  is  above  80%  I 
because  men  and  women  are  cohabiting  I 
instead  of  marrying.  Land  noted.  In  I 
European  countries  whm  same-sex  partners  f 
are  allowed  to  many,  he  continued,  the  1^ 
divorce  rate  is  hi^ier  for  homosexual  and  f 
lesbian  couples  Bum  for  Biose  in  traditioiuil  I  ; 
marriages  and  Biere  has  been  a  steep  decline  P 
in  the  number  of  heterosexual  mamages.  I  f  ^ 

There  is  no  question  that  fathers  and  I 
mothers  in  monogamous  marital  rela-l-  v 

tionships  are  fundamental  for  properly  I  ^  Mnt  mSSS***** 

raising  children.  Land  said.  "You  cant  I 
expand  the  definition  of  marriage,"  he  I  . 

said.  "You  can  only  shatter  it."  I  "  SKA ' '' ' 

Land  went  on  to  say  the  legalization  of  I  ' ° 


same-sex  "marriage"  would  portend  dark 
days  ahead  for  the  U.S.  government. 
"Democracy  itself  is  at  stake,"  he  said. 
"Are  we  to  be  a  government  of  the  pieo- 1 


the  during  Sloan's  tenure  as  presi- 
•  an  dent  have  raised  the  ire  of  his 
red  critics.  They  also  faulted  him 
for  increasmg  tuition,  failing 
to  foster  good  relationships 
with  alumni  and  faculty,  and 
imposing  more  narrow  reli¬ 
gious  restrictions  on  faculty. 

Prior  to  the  regents  meet¬ 
ing,  22  former  Baylor  regents 
submitted  a  resolution  cmling 
for  the  current  board  to 
replace  Sloan  immediately 
with  an  interim  leader  and 
initiate  a  nationwide  presi¬ 
dential  search. 

Tne  resolution  accused 
Sloan  of  creating  "the  greatest 

_  _ ^  _  divisiveness  and  distrust  in  the 

veraial  centerpiece  chemistry,  biology,  geology,  histonr  of  Baylor." 

’  '  ‘  - '  pro-  Foriowing  the  Sept.  24 

along  regents  meeting,  trustee  John 
Bau^  of  Hous^,  Texas,  said 
he  felt  university  leaders  were 
"still  bogged  down." 

Sloan,  55,  is  a  Texas  native 
graduate  of  Baylor,  Princeton 
key  component  of  Baylor  2012,  Seminary  in  New  Jersey,  and 

'  the  University  of  Basel  in 
making  Bayfor  a  top-tier  uni-  Switzerland.  Before  assuming 


WACO,  Texas  (ABP)  —  regents  on  Sloan's  leadership 
Baylor  University  regents  The  board  voted  31-4  in 
voted  to  postoone  indefmite- 
ly  a  call  for  President  Robert 
Sloan's  resigna- 
and  mey 
unanimously 
rejected  a  request 
by  the  universi- 
ty's  faculty  senate 
to  hold  a  faculty- 
wide  referendum 
on  Sloan's  admin- 

After  a  motion 
was  introduced  atl^H[^| 


spring,  and  at  the  university  faculty  whether 
board's  May  meet-  they  believe  Sloan  should 
ing,  a  motion  to  ask  remain  as  Baylor's  president, 
for  Sloan's  resigna-  Davis  said  the  regents  unani- 
tion  failed  by  an  18-  mously  turned  down  that 
17  secret  ballot,  request  and  he  personally  did 
Regents  took  no  not  believe  it  was  appropriate 
vote  on  Sloan's  to  put  the  issue  to  '  some  kind 

firesidency  at  their  of  popularity  contest." 

_  uly  retreat,  other  The  regents'  vote  came  the 

B\an  unanimously  same  day  Baylor  started  par- 
affirming  the  ents'  weekend  aiul  dedicated 
Baylor  2912 10-year  a  $103  million  science  build- 
^^^^^Hplan  that  has  ing.  The  508,000-square-foot 
oecome  the  contro-  facili^  consolidates  the 

of  his  administration.  physics  and  neurblo] 

While  Davis  described  the  grams  under  one  rooi , 

Sept.  24  meeting  as  "colle-  with  most  of  the  university  s 
gial,"  a  regent  said  the  mood  pre-professional  healthcare 
was  "very  tense."  A  majority  pro^ams  and  five  mulddisci- 
of  the  board  members  plinary  research  centers, 
expressed  their  views  during  New  facilities  have  been  a 
extended  discussion  or  key  component  of  Baylor  2012, 

Sloan's  leadership,  he  added.  Sloan's  10-year  vision  for 
Twice  in  a  little  more  than  a  „  ,  . 

year,  the  university's  faculty  versity,  but  capital  expaiuion  the  Baylor  presidency  in  1995, 
Mruite  passed  votes  of  no  con-  at  the  university,  coupled  wiBi  he  was  dean  of  Baylor's  Truett 
fidence  in  Sloan's  leadership,  tmprecedenfed  levels  of  debt,  Semmary  in  Waco. 
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